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Life of Archbishop Sancroft ; abridged 
for the Christian Journal from a 
Review of his Life, by Dr. D’ Oyly, 
in the British Critic. 


(Continued from page 101,and concluded.) 


On the subject of the oaths them- 
selves, Dr. D’Oyly writes thus; and 
the feelings which he expresses are 
those which will arise in every candid 
mind, whatever may be its opinion as 
to the legality of their imposition, when 
it carefully weighs the peculiarities of 
the situation in which the non-jurors 
found themselves involved. 

‘“‘ The case of all the prelates, and 
others, who scrupled respecting the 
new oath, excited much commiseration 
with the greater part of the nation. It 
was peculiarly matter of deep regret 
with all, that one so respected for his 
public and private virtues as Archbi- 
shop Sancroft, and so endeared to the 
whole nation by his firmness and by 
his sufferings in a cause which was pe- 
culiarly their own, should now be in 
danger of being deprived of that sta- 
tion which he had filled with so much 
credit and advantage to the Church and 
to himself. But, besides the general 
character of these prelates, the very 
scruples which they now felt, and un- 
der which they acted, presented a 
strong additional claim for respect with 
all considerate persons, evea amongst 
those who were most opposed to the 
line of conduct which they took. So 
solemn and so sacred is the obligation 
of an oath in the judgment of every re- 
flecting mind, that errors committed on 
the side of a scrupulous adherence to 
it, must ever be honoured and respected 
by the wise and good. In many cases 
where human conduct is to be judged 
of, there is room for difierence of opi- 
nion respecting the motives which are 
at work 3 and in the generality of cases 
where motives of the highest nature are 
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in action, they are mixed with others of 
a less elevated character. But such 
cannot have been the case in the in- 
stance of Archbishop Sancroft, and 
those who took the part which he did: 
here all personal and worldly considera- 
tions, even their views and feelings on 
the great questions of the Church and 
State which were concerned, tended to 
sway them in a direction opposite to 
that which they took; and i motive, 
which overpowered all these considera- 
tions usually so strong, could only be 
of the highest and the holiest charac- 
ter—-a sincere, unmixed, conscientious 
regard to the oath they had taken, a 
feeling of the sinfulness of violating it, 
and a firm resolution to adhere to it, in 
spite of the worst worldly consequences 
that might befal them.” 

Among the various expedients which 
were suggested for saving the prelates 
from the penalty of deprivation, that 
which would have empowered the king 
to tender the oath at his pleasure, and 
have attached the penalty only to a re- 
fusal to take it when thus tendered, 
seems to us to be the least objectionable. 

Experience has shown that these 
were wise suggestions ; and perhaps it 
would have been better for the country, 
as undoubtedly it would have been 
more creditable to the new administra- 
tion, had they been adopted. But it 
must be contessed, that it is by no 
means certain, whether, even thus, the 
services of the non-juring prelates and 
clergy could have been preserved to 
the Church. 

The conduct of Archbishop San- 
croft, from the date of his deprivation 
to his final ejection from Lambeth, is 
one of the least pleasing pages in his 
history. ‘To see such a man lingering 
in the station which he had chosen, 
upon conscientious principles, to for- 
feit; to behold him clinging to the tem- 
poralities of an office, when be felt hin» 
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self unable to discharge its important 
spiritual duties; and, after magnani- 
mously choosing to sufler for conscience 
sake, weakly refusing to permit his 
successor to occupy the mansion of the 
see, until he was removed by a legal 
process, is an unseemly sight. 

The only justification which candeur 
can suggest for such conduct is this— 
that he telt himself bound to show, that 
he was forcibly expelled from his Epis- 
eopal authority. But, surely this would 
have been sufficiently evident from all 
the notorious circumstances of his case, 
even if he had quietly retired, without 
adopting measures calculated to harass 
his successor; at the same time that 
they reflected ¢iscredit upon himself, 
and lessened that general admiration of 
his disinterested integrity which would 
otherwise have followed him in his re- 
tirement. But, however we may lament 
this as a blemish in his character, his 
subsequent conduct in retirement, (if 
we except the worst error of his life, 
liis encouragement of the non-juring 
schism,) amply redeemed it. When he 
had once quitted Lambeth, and all its 
dignities and duties, we do not find 
him indulging in weak and fond la- 
mentations over his falien fortunes, or 
in the expression of angry feelings to- 
wards the powers which had removed 
him from his high station; but sub- 
mitting with cheerful resignation to the 
jot which he had chosen; in firm con- 
viction that he had decided riglitly, re- 
ferring all to Providence; and looking 
forward with humble, yet confident 
hope, to another world, for the reward 
of his integrity. There is a vein of 
good-humoured pleasantry running 
through the letters which have been 
preserved from his correspondence at 
this trying period, which proves that 

his mind was at ease; and that he 
could contemplate his change of condi- 
tionw ithout querulousness sand descend 
to all its comparatively petty and trif- 
ling employments, without any sense of 
weariness or disgust. It appears, that 
many jealousies were at this time en- 
tertained of the non-jurors; as indeed 
was natural. For those who had re- 
fused to swear allegiance to the new 
covernment, could not be supposed ad- 
verse to the restoration ofthe old; and, 
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as not only their consciences, but their 
interests were deeply involved in the 
return of James, it is not surprising 
that some should have been implicated 
in endeavours to efiect it; and that the 
whole party should be accused of the 
offence. 

As Sancroft carried his scruples so far 
as to object to praying for King William 
and Queen Mary, it was not to be severe- 
ly imputed to him, that he constantly 
officiated himself at home, as he says, 
* secundum usum Lambethanum,” and 
“gave the holy sacrament to those only 
of his own persuasion and practice.”’ 
But, when he went so far, as not to 
suffer the Vicar of Fresingfield, or any 
other, not even his own chaplains, 
when they were with him, so much as 
to say grace when he ate; this was a 
symptom of that unhappy bias by 
which his mind now began to be 
powerfully affected. ‘That the schism, 
of which he was the leader, has not 
been permanent; that while it existed 
it did net maferiaily injure the Churchs 
and that, at last, it quietly died away, 
may, we think, be imputed, unde: 
Providence, to the discreet forbearance 
of the Church herself. It is, indeed, a 
singular fact in the history of ecclesi- 
astical divisions, that, for a century, 2 
body of Protestant Episcopalians 
should have remained in this country 
separate from, and in hostility to the 
established Church; and that they 
should have carefully preserved their 
Episcopal succession, their peculiay 
form of worship and discipline, and 
yet have attraeted so little attention 
that many were ignorant of their ex- 
istence. It is indeed known, that 
many very able and fearned English 

divines were non-jurors; and the 
names of Hickes and Leslie, to men- 
tion no others, will long shed a lustre 
round their cause. But few are aware 
of the steps that were taken to pro- 
vide fora regular succession of non- 
juring prelates and ministers; few are 
informed, how long that succession was 
kept up, how lofty were its preten- 
sions ; and how great the evil which. 
at one time, it threatened, | 

“ Of the particular reasons,” says 
the biographer, ** which induce d Arch- 
bishop Sancroft to concur in this mea: 
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sure, further than the strong general 
teeling which he ever entertained and 
expressed, of the illegality of his de- 
privation, it is impossible to speak, be- 
cause they are not recorded. The 
transaction took place, it should be re- 
membered, at a time when his spirits 
were broken by ill heaith, and the 
events which had befallen him; and 
when the influence of others was likely 
to impel him to the adoption of mea- 
sures which his own sounder judgment 
svould not have approved. ‘That judg- 
ment would, no doubt, have otherwise 
taught him to reflect, that it is no light 
matter to cause, in any case, a schism 
in the Church of Christ; that the 
grounds of such a proceeding ought to 
be most seriously weighed, before they 
are acted upon; that, as the evils which 
result from it are certain, there ought 
to beaclear conviction that they cannot 
conscientiously be avoided, and that 
they are overbalanced by contrary 
good. It would have suggested to 
him that, in the present instance, there 
could be no sufficient reason for esta- 
blishing a permanent schism, as there 
was no difference of doctrine or disci- 
pline * concerned, no alleged doubt as 
to the validity of the ministerial func- 
tions in the Church in possession, 
but merely a separation, on grounds 
purely civil and temporary in their na- 
ture, which only affected those who 
iad taken the oaths to the former so- 
yereign, not others who were to suc- 
eeed them. It was one thing to refuse 





*“ Soon after the Revolution, altera- 
tions in the Liturgy were proposed, with 
the view of satisfying the scruples of dis- 
senters; for this purpose, a commission of 
divines was appointed under the great 
Seal, to consider the matter and prepare 
a scheme to be laid before the Convoca- 
tion. The Convocation, however, wcre 
hostile to the measure, and nothing was 
Jone. On this Bishop Burnet remarks, 
(vol. ii. p. SO—34) that herein was a happy 
direction of Providence: for the Jacobite 
clergy were at this time contemplating a 
schism in the Church, and wished to be 
furnished with some specious pretences 
tor that purpose; if, therefore, alterations 
had beer made in the Rubric and other 
narts of the Common Prayer, they would 
have contended that the -y still stuck to the 
vacient Church in opposition to those who 
were setting up new models.” 
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to hold an office, civil or ecclesiastical, 
under a sovereign to whom, while ano- 
ther sovereign lived, they felt they 
could not conscientiously take the oath 
of allegiance ; but it was quite a distinet 
consideration, whether they should de- 
liberately pronounce the church esta- 
blished under that sovereign, to be, or 
this ground alone, not a true Church ; 
an opinion which alone could justif} 
them in setting up a rival communion 
against it. However, it does not be- 
come us to judge dogmatically, or to 
censure with too much harshness, in a 
matter where some of the wisest and 
the best of men were divided in their 
opinions; where we have the fullest 
reason to be assured that all acted from 
the sincere dictates of conscience ; and 
where the name of Sancroft is found te 
sanction and to dignify a cause, which 
our own individual judgments may lit+ 
tle dispose us to approve.” 

We do not wish to lessen the force 
of the apology thus offered for the ve- 
nerable Archbishop. It may be that 
he was led by others, less wise and 
more intemperate than himself: it may 
be that ill health and misfortune had 
impaired his faculties, and broken his 
spirits; and that his sounder judgment 
would have disapproved the measure 
which he thus sanctioned. 

The account which Dr. D’Oyly has 
given of the last sickness and death of 
Sancroft is very interesting; not only 
for the pleasing picture which it exhr- 
bits of the piety and many virtues 
which adorned his mind, but also for 
the curious instances which its records 
of those unhappy prejudices that he 
nad suffered to possess it, which in- 
duced him to refuse to make a will, be- 
cause it must be proved in the courts 
of his successor; and te provide witlt 
much anxiety that his funeral service 
should not be performed by any but a 
non-juring minister. 

Such are the imperfections which al- 
loy the fairest character, and show, 
that srror is, more or less, inseparable 
from us all. ‘That he died in charity 
with all, we have, however, the most 
satisfactory testimony. 

“We saw at this period, proceeds 
the narrator of his last illness, his ar- 
dent charity both extended and limited 
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according to the Apostle’s direction— 
*to all, but especially to them of the 
household of faith.’ His suffering 
brethren were the principal objects of 
his charity and prayers, but not exclu- 
sive of others; for, upon the frequent 
returns of exercises of his devotions, he 
suited his prayers to the general needs 
of men, and recommended all his 
brethren to the divine mercy. In short, 
if he had any enemies, they were in- 
cluded in his prayers; in particular, a 
short time before his last hour, after 
solemnly praying for a blessing on his 
family, relations, and friends, he ear- 
nestly implored forgiveness for his ene- 
mies, as he desired it of God for him- 
self. 

“ That his strong feeling of the rec- 
titude of the course which he had 
taken, did not narrow or enfeeble his 
feelings of kindness towards those who 
differed from him, or prevent his most 
fully allowing that they also acted from 
pure conscientious motives, is clear 
from all his conduct during the close of 
his life. We have seen in how affec- 
tionate a manner he took leave of one 
of his former chaplains, Mr. Wharton. 
His other chaplain, Mr. Needham, 
came to him, as he lay upon his death- 
bed. He gave him also his blessing 
in the most affectionate manner, and, 
after some other conversation, said 
thus to him: “ You and Ihave gone 
different ways in these late affairs, but 
J trust heaven’s gates are wide enough 
to receive us both. What I have done, 
Lhave done in the integrity of my 
heart? Upon this, Mr. Needham mo- 
destly attempted to explain the motives 
which had influenced his conduct: to 
which the Archbishop replied, ¢ I al- 
ways took you for an honest man. 
What I said concerning myself, was 
only to let you know that what I have 
done, I have done in the integrity of my 
heart; indeed in the great integrity 
of my heart.’ ” 

To him who alone is the judge of 
that integrity, we may safely leave this 
eminent person. And, though we can- 
not perhaps rank him with the greatest 
or the most learned of those who have 
filled the important station which he 
held in the Church of England; or 
egneeal from ourselves the indecision 
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and weakness which marked his con- 
duct on some occasions, or the un- 
fortunate excess to which he suffered 
his prejudices to lead him in others ; 
still we cannot but admire his inflexi- 
ble maintenance of the principles which 
his conscience led him to espouse, 
“his firm unbending integrity, his 
lofty and immoveable uprightness of 
mind, which made him, on all occa- 
sions, steadily adhere to that cause 
which he believed to be right, and post- 
pone to this proud feeling every con- 
sideration of worldly interest.” 

His character has been somewhat 
overrated by the writers of his own 
persuasion, who regarded him as the 
great martyr to their cause; and it has 
been unfairly depreciated by the par- 
tial historian of “ his own times,” who 
mixed up his private feelings with his 
narrative, and seemed to have taken a 
petty delight in decrying him, whose dis- 
inclination to consecrate him a Bishop, 
he never could forgive ; and whom he 
justly regarded as the decided enemy of 
the principles which he advocated, and 
the measures he pursued. On the 
whole, we agree with his biographer, 
that “ Archbishop Sancroft was greatly 
eminent in his generation for the man- 
ner in which he fulfilled all the public 
and private duties of life. The various 
excellencies and virtues which adorned 
his character, are sufficient to claim for 
lim the tribute of admiration from pos- 
terity in general; but by the Protestant 
members of the Church of England, 
his name must ever be especially cher- 
ished with grateful recollection, for the 
noble stand which he made, at the 
hour of trial, in defence of the religious 
and civil liberties of the country; a 
stand to which the preservation of that 
goodly fabric in Church and State, 
which they inherit from their forefa- 
thers, is principally to be attributed.” 
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Christian Unity. 

In considering those things that are 
not essential to the preservation of 
Christian unity, the first and most im- 
pertant question that occurs is, Are we 
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bound to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the Pope, and to be in communion 
with the Church of Rome? 

The retort is frequently made upon 
Episcopalians, when they insist upon 
the duty of conformity to and union 
with their Church, that they are ex- 
posed to the same charge they make 
upon others, that they have destroyed 
that unity for which they contend, by 
separating from the Church of Rome, 
and are therefore according to their 
own principles in schism. 

To prove that this allegation is un- 
founded, I shall endeavour to show, 
that there is no foundation in Scrip- 
ture, or in the writings or practice of 
the primitive Church, for the supre- 
macy of the Pope; and that we are 
not bound to preserve unity with the 
Church of Rome, or with any other 
church, farther than in the points al- 
ready stated. 

One of the passages of Scripture, 
upon which the Romanists build the 
doctrine of the Pope’s supremacy, is 
the answer which our Lord made to 
Peter, when he acknowledged the Sa- 
viour’s divinity ; “I say unto thee, thou 
art Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” Here, it is 
said, our Lord declares that he will 
build his Church upon St. Peter, whom 
he styles a rock. The inference is 
then drawn that St. Peter was superior 


to the rest of the Apostles, that he was. 


the head of the Church at that time, 
and as he was afterwards Bishop of 
Rome, (a circumstance by the way 
which itself is very doubtful,) that 
Rome was in all succeeding ages to be 
considered the mother Church, and the 
Bishop in being, the successor of St. 
Peter, and spiritual Lord of the whole 
earth. 

It must be evident to any person, 
candidly examining the passage in 
question, that these are very strained 
inferences, even if the interpretation 
put upon it were correct. But we deny 
the correctness of the interpretation. 
We pretend not to be able to give such 
a solution of it as will satisfy every per- 
gon, since the language evidently is 
tigurative, and almost all commentators 
have acknowledged the difficulty at- 
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tending it; but the interpretation ge- 
nerally given to it by Protestants is 
the most probable. 

Peter had replied to the question— 
Whom say ye that I am?” put to 
him by our Lord— Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Our Saviour then addresses Peter, and 
says, “Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my Church.”* What 
was this rock? We answer, The con- 
fession of Peter, that Christ was the 
son of the living God. “ On this 
rock,” that is, on the doctrine of my 
divinity, I build my Church—this is 
the foundation, and if this foundation 
remains unshaken, the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against my Church, 
There is an evident antithesis, orrather 
two antitheses, between the speech of 
Peter and that of our Saviour. “ Thou 
art the Christ”— Thou art Peter.” 
Ilere is the first. Again, “ the Son of 
the living God.” Christ, referring to 
this, says, “ on this rock—or this se/f- 
same rock—I build my Church.” ‘The 
divinity of the Saviour, then, would 
appear to be the rock on which he was 
about to build his Church. In the verse 
succeeding the one now explained, our 
Saviour adds, “I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.”+ Upon 
this passage also the Romanists de- 
pend for support of the doctrine of the 
Pope’s supremacy. Whatever may be 
its true meaning, it confers no more 
authority upon St. Peter than upon the 
rest of the Apostles. Does it refer to 
ecclesiastical discipline, to the power 
of receiving into or rejecting from the 
Church, of censuring, admonishing,and 
pronouncing absolution from sin? We 
know that these were acts appertaining 
to all the Apostles, and to their suc- 
cessors also.  Whosesoever sins,” 
says our Saviour to them, “ ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them; and 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.”{ Does it refer to the privi- 
lege of opening the door of the Chris- 





* Matt. xvi. 18. ¢ Matt. Xvi. 19. 
+ John xx. 22 S2ealso Matt. xviii. 18. 
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tian Church to the Gentiles, and of 
confirming or abrogating the laws un- 
der which the Jews lived? St. Peter, 
it is true, prepared the way for the ad- 
mission of the Gentiles generally into 
the Church, by receiving Corneliusthe 
centurion and his family. He was the 
instrument chosen by the Almighty for 
this purpose; and, if the opinion of 
Bishop Horsley be correct, he then 
used the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
—he thea unlocked the gates of Zion, 
which before had been inhabited only 
by Jews, and admitted the Gentiles to 
all the privileges of the holy city. St. 
Peter was the first instrument of Pro- 
vidence in dissolving the obligation of 
the Mosaick law in the ceremonia!, and 
of binding it in the moral part. ‘The 
rescript, indeed, for that purpose, was 
drawn by St. James, and confirmed by 
the authority of the Apostle s in general, 
under the direction of the Holy Ghost; 
but the fioly Ghost moved the Apos- 
‘les to this great business by the sug- 
gestion and persuasion of Peter, as we 
read in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles. And this was his 
particular and personal commission to 
bind and loose.”* The selection of 
him by the Almighty for these pur- 
poses, no doubt, was highly honourable 
to St. Peter; but it is diflicult to see 
wherein an increase of power was 
thereby conferred upon him. The 
opening of the door to the Gentiles was 
an act which, when once done, could 
not be repeated—the power to do it, 
vhen once exercised, ceased by the 
very circumstance of the exertion ; and 
St. Peter, when his work in this respect 
was done, although always deserving of 
hich honour and great deference on ac- 
count of his being selected for its ac- 
complishment, resumed his former sta- 
tion of equality with the rest of the 





*Sce Bishop Horsley’s 
passage in ques uion. 

Aficr the most mature reflection that 
the write! r of this has been able to give to 
the subject, he thinks that the learned 
Kishop’s e Xxposition is the most satisfac- 
tory ofany he has seen. It may be proper 
to remark, that the expesition did not 
wiginate with Bishop Horsley—but he 
has stated the argument in a clearer and 
seroneer manner perhaps than any of his 
mredecessors. 


Sermon on the 


Apostles. We have no evidence that 
he ever exercised any authority over 
them. All the influence he possessed 
evidently arose trom his superior abi- 
lity and zeal. He certainly was a fa- 
vourite disciple of our Saviour, as ap- 
pears from the circumstance of his bee 
ing chosen with James and Jol to be 
present at his transfiguration, and from 
the last discourse of his Lord and Mas- 
ter, in which he says to Peter, ** Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” But 
we find no where that our Saviour gave 
him any authority over the rest of the 
Apostles—much Jess that his successor 
in the See of Rome should have it. Nor 
do we find that St. Peter ever claimed, 
or that the other Apostles ever yielded 
this authority. He submitted to the 
direction of the other Apostles.* St. 
Paul likewise tells us, that he withstood 
him face to face, a very unwarrantable 
act surely, if Peter was his superior ; 
and, in another place, he declares that 
he himself was not a whit behind the 
very chiefest of the Aposties. Ip truth, 
if either of the Apostles was superior 
in authority io the rest, St. Paul might 
perhaps lay the best claim te this dis- 
tinction. His labours and suflerings 
were exceeded by no one; while his 
writings hold the most elevated rank 
among the Epistles indited by the 
Apostles. Again, Si. Peter died long 
before some of the rest of the Apos- 
ties. If, therefore, he was prince 
among them, who succeeded to his au- 
thority inthe See of Rome? Weare 
not told that either of the other Apos- 
tles did; and how improper would it 
have been to place an y but an Apostle 
over these chosen disciples of the 
Lord ? 

Duta fair and certain criterion on 
this point is the opinion and practice ot 
the three first centuries. Do we find 
that the Bishop of Rome possessed uni- 
versal power during this period? We 
find the contrary. The fathers who 
lived in these centuries universally 
speak as if all Bishops were equal. 
And when any dispute or difference 
arose in which the Bishop of Rome 
took part, his opponents always ad- 





* Acts viii. 14. 
St. John outlived bim several vears 
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dressed him in the plain and bold lan- 
guage of equals. This fact is well 
known to all who are acquainted with 
the lives and writings of the fathers.* 
Further, we can distinctly trace the rise 
and progress of the Pope’s supremacy 
in the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries. 
Rome being the imperial city, gave a 
more than ordinary consequence to its 
Bishop in the first place. As the piety 
and knowledge of the people declined, 
these pretended vicegerents of Christ 
made rapid strides in their advance- 
ment. ‘They meddled in affairs of 
state; cajoling some princes, and 
threatening others. ‘They invited the 
neighbouring Bishops to come to them 
for the settlement of their disputes, 
throwing their weight new into one 
scale and then into another, and thus 
gradually increased in power, until, in 
the seventh century, the Emperor 
Phocas declared Pope, Boniface univer- 
sal Bishop. Now, where we can so 
distinctly trace the rise and progress of 
the Papal power, we can have no 
doubt concerning the limited nature of 
this power in the primitive ages. If 
the authority of the Pope, in the first 
and second centuries, had been equal 
to what it has been since the seventh, 
there would have been no necessity 
that Phocas should pronounce him lord 
over his brethren. Such a decree in 
that place would have been highly ab- 
surd. Enjoying from the apostolic 
age universal power over the Church, 
we cannot doubt that he would at all 
times have received due homage and 
respect from the Christian world. No 
contests for superiority, we may be- 
lieve, would have arisen between him 
and other Bishops ;+ nor would he have 


thought it necessary to court the aid of 


temporal princes in order to support 
his pretensions. In shert, if any fact 
is plainly established by ecclesiastical 
history, it is this, that, in the three 
first centuries, the Bishops of Rome 
neither claimed nor possessed univer- 
sal spiritual power. 





-—_— 


* Lhe reader is referred generally ta 
* Barrow’s Treatise of the Pope’s Supre- 
macy,” for authoritics in support of the 
positions here matrtained. 


7 As between him and the Bishop of 


i; 
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But it will perhaps be still retorted 
upon us—“ As at the time of the re- 
formation, all the Western Bishops 
were subject to the Pope, and had pro- 
mised allegiance to him, did not those 
who revolted commit the sin of schism ? 
Was not their oath of allegiance a vo- 
luntary act? Had then any person a 
right to absolve them from their oath 
but the Poper And could he not law- 
fully depose those who had revolted ? 
If so, where does the Episcopa! 
Church get her ministry?” ‘To this 
we reply, in the first place, that an ille- 
gal promise, especially when made in 
ignorance of its illegality, is never 
binding. If, then, the & Bisheps of the 
Christian Charch did, previous to the 
reformation, subscribe to the Pope’s 
supremacy, were they not justifiable in 
renouncing this act, when the light ot 
knowledge had shown them its unlaw+ 
fulness? Most certainty. They were 
not only justifiable, they were imperi~ 
ously bound so to do.* In the second 
place, the power which the Popes had 





* The defence made by Gardiner, Bi- 
shop of Winchester, in the reign of Henry 
V1IL. upen occasion of his renouncing alle- 
giance to the lope, is appropriate and 
just. “He received his Episcopal cha- 
racter” (this is his language) * by the 
Pope’s consent, and was consecrated by 
his mandate; and yet, after all these ties 
and assurances, he had ventured to unite 
against his supremacy, and renounce him 


in the most public manner. Vo take off 


the imputation of falschood and perjury, 
he observes very well, that an engage- 
ment against right is by no means binding. 
For an oath was never intended a bond of 
iniquity and a bar against repentance. He 
illustrates his case With a husband’s 
marrying a second wife, living the former 

living the former, I say, whom, after the 
best inguiry, he concluded dead. ‘Thus 
he continued undisturbed in his second 
marriage : and when his first wife returned 
from a foreign country, and challenged 
him for her husband, he denied the rela- 
tion. But after she had made out her 
claim by legal proof, he lived with her 
again, and dismissed the second. ‘This in- 
stance the Bishop applies to his own case. 
He thought the Pope’s authority unques- 
tionable at first, and submitted accord- 
ingly. But when truth appeared, he 
found himself mistaken, and, therefore, 
ought not to be charged with breach ot 
fuith for altering his measures.’ See 
Collier’s Eccle. Uist. yel. it. p, 128, 
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exercised was illegal ; it was usurped. 
Every act, therefore, which they per- 
formed under authority of this power, 
was void. All their bulls, anathemas, 
and denunciations,were empty assound. 
They did not touch the spiritual rights 
of any bishop. ‘The most common 
order in military affairs” (says a judi- 
cious writer) “issued by an oflicer, 
himself notoriously in a state of mu- 
\iny against some superior authority, is 
on that account vitiated, and to obey 
such a mandate is legally considering 
it a crime, because it is to recognize 
and accredit unlawful power.” Now, 
the Pope may be said in one sense to 
be in a state of mutiny against Jesus 
(hrist, the Head of the Church, be- 
cause he assumes more power than 
was ever given by the Saviour to any 
of his servants on earth. Therefore 
iis acts, which are bottomed upon 
this usurped power, are null, and con- 
sequently no person can be justified in 
vbeying them. 

Hut, lastly, perhaps we shall be 
tuld, that if, according to our doctrine, 
it is the duty of Christians to pre- 


serve unity, and if the Christian world 


was once so united under the Pope, 
why, when renouncing illegal subjec- 
iion to him, throw off all respect and 
dependence? Why net acknowledge 
him still as Head of the Church, al- 
though we do not acknowledge the ea- 
tent of his power? We answer, that 
neither Scripture nor the practice of 


ihe primitive Church give us any inti- 


mation that there should be a centre of 


union for all Christian churches in one 
person. 

‘Lhe Apostle tells us “ there is one 
Lerd, one faith, one baptism,” but 
does not say there is one tempor: al 
prince of the Church, who is to rule 
ever all, and be the centre of union to 
all. When, also, the Apostles travelled 
into different countries, we do not find 


them inculcating subjection to either of 


their number as to a common master. 
In their Epistles to the different 
churches, they address each one as tn- 
dependent. We tind no where that a 


particular title was given to either of 


the Apostles, where by he could be dis- 
rineulshed as highe st in the Church. Jn 


eo reproofs anc commendations made 


[No. 5. 


to the Bishops of the seven churches of 
Asia, there is no mention made of their 
union under one visible head; nor is 
that head addressed, as would certainly 
have been the case, if he had had any 
existence. From the manner in which 
they are mentioned, we infer that each 
had power to controul its own concerns 
without recourse to any superior. In 
short, there is no hint given in Scrip- 
ture that the Church must be one under 
any human being. It is one only un- 
der Jesus Christ. It is one in agree- 
ment concerning those essential doc- 
trines and rites, and those Apostolic 
appointments, without which no parti- 
cular church can be sound. Neither 
do we find, in the times immediately 
succeeding the Apostolic age, that 
union of the churches in Christendom 
under one head was ever inculcated. 
We find many exhortations to unity, it 
is true; but it is only a unity of love 
and of agreement in the same doctrines 
and ordinances. In all other respects 
they are contemplated as independent. 
There was, indeed, at times, an autho- 
rity exercised paramount to what was 
considered to be the authority of any 
individual Bishop. ‘This was done by 
the meeting of several Bishops toge- 
ther. The heads of the churches in 
different countries, or in different dis- 
tricts of the same country, when any 
act of great importance was to be per- 
formed, such as deposing a Bishop, or 
condemning a heresy, at first, by mutual 
consent, assembled, in order that, by 
their united authority and power, they 
might give a greater sanction to their 
acts. ‘his led in time to a compact 
between Bishops of the same district 
or country, in which they agreed that 
in all matters of a general nature at- 
fecting the interests of the Church, 
their united opinions should be neces- 
sary to adecision. And thus was the 
Church soon organized in a manner 
very much resembling that of the Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. 
Each Bishop retained exclusive power 
in his own diocess, but in affairs that 
concerned the Church at large they de- 
cided by their joint authority. ‘These 
national or district assemblies paved 
the way in time for general councils, 
or assemblies of Brhops aad Presbv- 
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ters from all. parts of Christendom. 
These meetings were called te suppress 
dangerous and alarming heresies, and 
to declare the sense of the Catholic or 
universal Church on disputed points. 
And here, if any where, we may look 
for the true earthly head of the Church 
-—that is the centre of union to all those 
who are far separated from each other : 
not any fallible individual, but the col- 
lected piety and wisdom of all the suc- 
cessors of the Apostles. Let me not be 
understood as implying that general 
councils are infallible. They ted have 
erred. In the dark ages, when learn- 
ing of every kind had almost vanished 
from the earth, and the human mind 
had sunk to a degree of degradation 
inconceivable, general councils em- 
braced and propagated the most glaring 
absurduties. Every decree, therefore, 
which they issued, and which was 
not founded upon divine precept or 
Apostolic usace, was void. ‘The true 
¥Iead of the Church is Jesus Christ. 
The laws by which we are to be go- 
verned, and the rites and doctrines 
which are to be observed and believed, 
are to be found in the Gospel. By 
these must every ambassador or assem- 
bly of the ambassadors of Christ test 
the vaiidity of their acts. The law of 
God is paramount to all other laws; 
and if our spiritual guide or teacher 
inculeaie any thing contrary to this 
law, he is not to be respected any 
more than a parent is to be obeyed if 
he command his child to de any act 
plainly repugnant to the moral law. 
Although, therefore, general councils 
appear to be the best centre of union 
for the Church, yet their acts may not 
always be agreeable to the word of 
God, and, where the Church is univer- 
sally corrupt, many of them will al- 
most inevitably be erroneous. At this 
day, they could not be convened, so 
much divided is the Christian Church. 
But ifever that day shall arrive, (which 
‘sod grant) when the varicus churches 
i> the world shall unite in those fiunda- 
mental points which have been already 
stated to be essential to unity, and the 
progress of knowledge and piety at 
the same time should not decline, we 
might then look up to these holy as- 
semblies as final in matters of faith 
Vou. VL 


and discipline. We might then with 
propriety venerate them as the centre 
of union for all the churches in Chris» 
tendom. 

The inference to be drawn from the 
foregoing observations is this—that the 
Episcopal Church, in separating from 
the Romish communion, and renounc- 
ing allegiance to the Pope, has not 
broken unity, but that the Church of 
Rome is in schism. She has broken 
that unity of which she boasts, by in- 
grafting upon the original stock the 
doctrine of the Pope’s supremacy, 
and other doctrines and rites which 
are contraty to the word of God, 
and to the belief and practice of 
the primitive Church. Communion 
with her, therefore, is not essential to 
unity. 

It would be an easy matter to show, 
that almost all the doctrines and rites 


peculiar to the Church of Rome are: 


unwarranted by the Divine Word, and 
by the belief and practice of the primi+ 
tive Church. But it is time to hasten 
to a close. 

We proceed, therefore, to observe, 
that there are many points in which 
churches may differ, and in which they 
have differed without destroying unity. 
These points relate to ceremony and 
government. For instance, the mode 
of baptism has never been considered 
as essential toits validity. Immersion, 
affusion, and sprinkling, are each ad- 
mitted to be proper. Baptism is the 
rite by which we are initiated into the 
Christian Church. It is a significant 
ordinance, in which water is used as 
emblematical of that inward purity 
which the law of God requires. ly, 
therefore, the emblem be preserved, 
the quantity or the mode of using’ it is 
considered to be immaterial, provided 
the Trinity be invoked at the time. 
The use of the cross may likewise be 
retained or disused. 

Again, all which is essential ir 
prayer, is that the prayers we offer be 
in doctrine agreeable to Scripture, 
and in language adapted to the ma- 
jesty of the Most High. Yet, as a 
form was the universal practice of the 
primitive Church, and as such a mode 
is not contrary but agreeable to Scrip- 
ture, as welj as fur other reasons. 
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we think it preferable. Different 
churches also may vary with respect 
to the laws they make to regulate their 
internal concerns. Each church we 
consider in this respect independent, 
and as having full power to accom- 
modate itself to times and circum- 
stances, provided nothing be done con- 
trary to the law of God. In things of 
this kind, to differ does not encroach 
onunity. Peculiar circumstances may 
render a regulation useful at one time 
and place, which would not be so at 
another. In such cases let all things 
be done to edification. Let the su- 
preme desire of the’ servants of the 
Church be to promote its prosperity 
and the glory of God—and while such 
is the case, trifling differences of this 
Kind will never destroy harmony. 
While we are pursuing the straight and 
narrow path of life, it matters not whe- 
ther we all think alike on these inferior 
points. When we arrive at our jour- 
ney’s end, these differences wiil vanish, 
and we shall all be made alike in glory 
and in happiness. ‘The bright efful- 
gence of the Divine presence will then 
prevent any other object from being 
seen. From the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the 
south, we shall themassemble and unite 
with one voice and with one soul in as- 
cribing glory, and honour, and thanks- 
«iving, and praise to our holy and mer- 
eiful Judge. 

Upon reviewing the above, we fancy 
to ourselves some one cxclaiming— 
“ You have condemned every church 
in the world but the Episcopal. You 
have endeavoured to prove that she 
preserves the principles of Christian 
unity, and in so doing have implicitly 
said that no other one does.” 

To this we answer, in the words of 
that great and good divine, the “ judi- 
cious Hooker”—“ that which is of 
God we defend to the uttermost of that 
which he hath given; that which is 
otherwise, let it perish even in the root 
whence it hath sprung.” We defend 
what we think to be the cause of truth. 
If we are in error, we trust we are open 
to conviction. Let, then, those who 
think we are, point out where the error 
lies, and if they can show it, we pledge 
ourselves to resign the contest, to join 


| , 
* 


hands at once in the works of Chris- 
tian labour and love, and thus to pro- 
mote that unity which we think so 
highly conducive to the prosperity ot 
religion and the stability of the Church, 
But we ask, in return, and we think the 
demand is tair, if we cannot be proved 
to be in error, and other denominations 
cannot vindicate satisfactorily the cen- 
stitutions of their different churches, 
that they resign the contest, and 
unite with us in maintaining the 
“unity of the Spirit in the bond ot 
peace.” 

That such will be the case very soon 
we cannot suppose; fer the barriers of 
prejudice and error are not easily 
broken. They frequently present 
stronger obstacles than those of truth. 
Yet still their foundation does not stand 
so firm. They have in them the seeds 
ef decay. ‘The walls may be strong for 
a season, but they are composed of ma- 
terials which time inevitably destroys 
Whereas the fortress of truth, although 
it may be entered and torn to pieces, 
consists of materials which never pe- 
rish. ‘The stones may be disjointed and 
separated, but their beauty and strengt!: 
do not fade. ‘Their Almighty archi- 
tect will also, in his own appointed 
time, replace them in their proper sta- 
tions. 

What, then, is the duty of the friends 
of truth till this happy season arrives > 
To “contend earnest!y for the faith: 
once delivered to the saints”—to rally 
round the fortress—to be bold and un- 
dismayed amidst the discouragements 
they may have to encounter. Let their 
watchword be “ pro ecclesia Dei,” for 
the Church of God.* Even although 
they may sometimes stand single and 
unassisted, let them not lose their 
faith and courage. Let them always 
keep the anchor of their souls sure anc 
steadfast, and, perhaps, when they 
least expect it, they may find succour. 
** Light may spring up in darkness, 
and joyful gladness for such as are 
true hearted.” 

The Country Clergymai 





* The motto of Hocker. 
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For the Christian Journal. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers of the New-York Protest- 
ant Episcopal Sunday School Soci- 
ety. 

Amone the various and extensive 
duties and responsibilities imposed 
upon the Church by her Divine Head, 
none is more momentous than the in- 
struction of her young and ignorant 
members. For the lambs of his flock, 
the “Goop sHEPHERD” has been 
pleased to express a peculiar interest 
and care. These must be felt by his 
Church, if she would sustain the cha- 
vacter of his true and faithful spouse. 
By instilling into them the doctrinal 
and practical precepts of those Holy 
Scriptures of which she is the divinely 
<tppointed guardian and interpreter, she 
is to prepare them for fidelity as her 
members—for diligently and profitably 
applying to the means of grace which 
she has a commission from God to dis- 
pense, and, through the promised bless- 
ing upon them, growing up unto the 
fulness of the measure of the stature of 
Christ ; and going on unto that perfec- 
tien which awaits his faithful people in 
a better world. 

In their character as an aid to the 
Church in the discharge of this high and 
important trust, we perceive the true 
excellence of Sunday school establish- 
ments, and the only circumstance which 
warrants the appropriation to their ob- 
jects of a part of God’s holy day, and 
<ommitting to them the religious in- 
struction of so large a class of fellow 
Christians. 

The maintenance of this character is 
astrong feature in the Society on whose 
concerns we are now about to report. 
By its constitution it is identified with 
the Church, by giving to its pastors 
their due influence and superintend- 
ence in its concerns—by embracing 
in its instructions, the primitive and 
evangelical system of faith and prac- 
tice which has ever characterized the 
*hurch in its sound state—and by be- 
ing held together by the same bond of 
ministry, doctrine, and ordinances, 

which has always constituted the unity 
and purity of the mystical body of 
Christ. Thus our Society is, in fact, 
the Church, operating in this particular 
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sphere. While this circumstance im- 
poses upon all our proceedings the 
salutary and profitable influence of the 
principles by which ecclesiastical unity 
and purity are to be preserved ; let us 
also reflect upon it as imparting to our 
efforts the character of the truly scrip- 
tural and primitive mode of dispensing 
religious charities, and as affording the 
humble hope of its sharing the fulfil- 
ment of the promise of Christ’s pre- 
sence and blessing to his Church, even 
unto the end of the world. 

Grateful for the privilege of being 
intrusted with the concerns of an in- 
stitution of so holy and excellent a cha- 
racter, and in the humble confidence 
that this promised blessing has not been 
entirely withheld, the Board of Manae 
gers proceed to lay before the Churcl: 
their fifth annual report. 

The schools at present in our union 
are the same as at the last anniversary, 
viz. 


St. John’s Chapel, Male and Female 
Schools, containing 482 scholars. 
Zion Church, do. do. 344 
St. Paul’s Chapel, do. do. 166 
St. Philip’s Church, (coloured)do. 103 


Grace Church Female School 84 
Trinity Church do. 70 
Trinity and Grace Churches, Male 
School 58 
St. Mark’s Church, Male and Fe- 
male Schools 58 





Total, 1359 


Of the above schools, ranked, it will 
be perceived, according to the number 
of scholars in each, we proceed to give 
a more particular account, drawn from 
their reports respectively, made to this 
Board. 

in the Male School of St. John’s 
Chapel, the Superintendents report 
that there are 248 scholars, of whom 
169 has been the average number of re- 
gular attendants during the past year. 

“ The concerns of the school,” the 
report states, “ are conducted by two 
Superintendents, a Secretary, and 15 
Teachers, who are allactively engaged, 
and whose zeal evinces their sense of 
the obligation that rests upon them. 

“ No applicant is entered on the 
register without being first visited by 
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the Superintendents, the rules of -the 
school explained to the parents, and 
their co-operation insisted on in en- 
forcing the regular attendance of their 
children. 

* It is with peculiar gratification that 
the Superintendent adverts to the ex- 
emplary conduct of numbers of the 
boys since their entrance in the school. 
Many who were insubordinate and 
neglectful, are now conscientious and 
obedient. It will be pleasing to men- 
tion the case of a boy who recently lost 
his mother, (a widow) and who was 
discharged by certificate to be admit- 
ted in the Orphan Asylum. He was 
frequently visited and exhorted to 
cleave unto his Bible, and serve the 
Lerd, who is the “Father of the fa- 
therless.” He manitested contrition 
for his sins, and promised to walk in 
the right way all the days of his life. 
Previous to his leaving us for the 
Asylum, he called on the Superin- 
tendent to thank him for the concern 
he had manifested in his behalf, and 
hoped he would pray for him. This 
is mentioned as one of many instances 
where gratitude may be called forth 
from those who have no other offering 
to give—by the operation of Christian 
benevolence. : 

“* Care is taken to instruct the chil- 
dren in the Catechism and service of 
the Church, and to confine them to 
those parts of Scripture that are of a 
more practical and familiar nature. 
There have been distributed, since the 
opening of the school, %7 Bibles, 28 
Testaments, 149 Prayer Books, with 
tracts and other pious works.” 

Of the Female School of the same 
chapel, the following extracts from the 
report of the Superintendent will con- 
vey a just idea. 

“€ The last annual report of the fe- 
male department of St. John’s Sunday 
School exhibited 190 scholars, white 
«nd coloured, and it now consists of 
“34, of whom 160 are white, and 74 
coloured—41 of the last number are 
adults. The schoal is divided into 14 
classes, under the direction of 1 ladies, 
viz. Superintendent, Assistant Superin- 
tendent, and 16 ‘Teachers. 

“During the last five years there 
have been admitted into this depart- 


ment 540 white, and 110 coloured per- 
sons, making a total of 650. 

“ The improvement of the scholars, 
generally, is such as to merit commen- 
dation. Many of the elder girls seem 
piously disposed, and have profited 
much by the instructions given them. 
Two of them were confirmed on the 
31st of March, 1822, andseveral others 
are anxious to prepare themselves for 
that holy rite. They have committed 
to memory large portions of Scripture, 
read a number of pious tracts, and ap- 
pear to understand and reflect upon 
what they have read. 

“ The improvement of the coloured 
classes affords the highest satisfaction 
to their Teachers, and especially their 
attentive deportment during divine 
service. Sixteen, mostly adults, have 
been engaged since the last summer ia 
committing to memory the Gospels— 
one young woman no less than 65 
chapters, containing 2,784 verses—- 
some others, from 25 to 30 chapters. 

“ Although the ladies have not been 
able hitherto to effect ail they so ear- 
nestly desire, they will still persevere, 
trusting that, by the aid of divine 
grace, their humble efforts will ulti- 
mately succeed. The Superintendent 
cannot forbear expressing her high 
sense of the continued zeal and diligence 
of the ladies associated with her.” 

Of the schools of Zion Church, re- 
ports, from which extracts are here 
given, have been laid before the Board. 

“ The Superintendents of the Male 
department of Zion Church Sunday 
School, present the following report—- 

“ At present engaged in the school 
are two Superintendents, and le 
Teachers, who have under their care 
and instruction 164 children, arranged 
in 13 classes; 12 white, and one of co- 
loured : of these 119 are regular, and 49 
irregular in their attendance. Since 
the last annual report, 10 Teachers 
have been admitted, and 141 scholars ; 
12 scholars have been honourably dis- 
charged and transferred to other 
schools, and a number, owing to re- 
moyals and the inattention of their 
parents, cannot be found. 

“In addition to the number of 
Teachers, there is a visiting committee 
of two members of the association, whip 
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call upon the absentees twice every 
Sunday, and are actively engaged in 
increasing the number of scholars. 

‘‘ The scholars are instructed in the 
alphabet, spelling, and reading. ‘To 
those who read, tasks are given every 
Sunday from the ‘Testament and Church 
Catechism. In July last, a library was 
formed for the use of the Teachers and 
scholars. A handsome case, capable 
of containing two or three thousand 
volumes, was built by individual con- 
tributions for the reception of books, 
and, through the munificence of the 
congregation and others, the library 
now contains about two hundred and 
fifty volumes of theological and histori- 
cal works. The librarian, with a com- 
mitiee of three of the Teachers, meet 
occasionally, and inspect such books 
as have been presented to the library, 
in order that none but those of a reli- 
gious and moral description may be 
placed upon its shelves. 

“In the early part of our superin- 
tendence, the school was much embar- 
rassed for the want of teachers. But, 
through the blessing of God, it is now 
in as flourishing a condition as its pa- 
trons could possibly desire or expect.” 

** The Superintendents of the Fe- 
male School, in Zion Church, report, 
that the school, which was organized 
in January, 1819, has, under the bless- 
ing of Divine Providence, continued to 
prosper. 

“ Since the commencement, 580 
scholars have been adiitted,and many 
that entered the first year are still press- 
ing forward to receive that instruction 
which maketh wise unto salvation. ‘The 
number of scholars is 180; many of 
them do credit to themselves and their 
instructresses. ‘There are 10 not ex- 
ceeding nine years of age, who recite, 
on an average, 40 verses from the ‘Tes- 
tament in a week, and several others 
who committed to memory the short 
Catechism in the space of four weeks, 
and one that has been in the school 
about three years, has recited the Col- 
lects, Hymns, and a number of the 
Psalms contained in the Prayer Book, 
together with the four first, and a part 
of the fifth book of the New Testament, 
and the Catechism of our Church. She, 


ashort time since, presented herself 
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for baptism, and has since received the 
rite of confirmation, and we hope she 
will be a partaker of the holy commu- 
nion. 

“The school is divided into 13 
classes, 1L white, and two of coloured 
scholars. 

* The number that regularly attends 
is 135; they are in the care of two Su- 
perintendents and 13 Teachers.” 

Of the schools of St. Paul’s Chapel, 
the following notices have been re- 
ceived :— 

“Tt is with pleasure the Superinten- 
dent is enabled to lay before your 
Board the fitth annual report of the 
Male Sunday School attached to St. 
Paul's Chapel. 

“ The school at present consists of 
about 100 scholars, of this number 
from 40 to about 45 regularly attend. 
Through the exertions of the Board ef 
Directors and ‘Teachers, a very con- 
siderable addition is now making to 
the number of scholars. The local 
situation, hewever, together with the 
numerous schouls in the same vicinity, 
render it rather disadvantageous for a 
large one; bat, in every other respect, 
we believe, it may be ranked as not in- 
ferior to any inthis union. ‘The chil- 
dren manifest improvement in their 
conduct both during school hours and 
divine service. Much attention is paid 
in imparting to their youthful minds 
religious instruction and advice, which 
has ina degree been crowned wit! suc- 
cess. Quarterly examinations have 
been held by the Superintendent, at 
which time a very rapid improvement 
in many instances has been clearly 
evinced.” 

“‘The Secretary of the Female 
Sunday School attached to St. Paul’s 
Chapel, respectfully submits the fifth 
annual report of the school. 

*‘ Since the last anniversary 135 
scholars have been added to the school 
—116 white, and 19 coloured females. 
‘The number of scholars during the past 
year has fluctuated between 50 and 70. 

“ ‘Phe Superintendent, in December 
last, to induce a greater attention on 
the part of the children, than perhaps 
otherwise might have been, offered 
premiuins to those who would cor- 
rectly repeat the texts. 
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“ Fifteen dittle girls succeeded not 
only in naming the book, chapter, and 
verse, but in reciting the words. The 
eldest of these children is not 13 years, 
and the whole number of texts amount 
to 179. 

“ "The average number of pupils for 
each month has been about 60. 

“ From the reports of the Teachers, 
there is every reason to conclude the 
school is in a flourishing condition. It 
is not deemed necessary to detail the 
particulars of each report—a few of the 
most prominent are submitted. 

“ Four little girls, under 12 years, 
have committed to memory, since the 
first of April last, all the short Cate- 
chism, the greater part of the lessons 
in the large one, most of the Hymns in 
the Praver Book, and several chapters 
in the New ‘Testament. 

“ Another child, under 11 years, en- 
tered in May last, and lias not attended 
the whole time regularly. She has, 
however, been through the spelling 
book four times, once through the short 
Catechism, has committed 10 Hymns, 
and 12 pages in the Scripture Instruc- 
tion. 

“Tn the coloured school, achild nine 
years eld, who has been but four months 
at school, has improved much beyond 
expectation. She, every Sunday, com- 
mits to memory seven or eight verses 
of the Psalms or Hymns, three or four 
pages of the Catechism, and a page of 
the Seripture Instruction. Another, of 
five years, reads and spells extremely 
well, and has commitied a great part 
of the short Catechism to memory. 
This school consists of 87 ; 17 of whom 
are adults, 

“ Upon a review of the transactions 
of the last year, the increasing useful- 
ness of the institution may be confi- 
dently inferred.” 

We have all sympathized with the 
congregation of St. Phifip’s Church, 
which is composed of coloured persons, 
on the loss, by fire, of their house of 
prayer. Being, however, accommo- 
dated with a suitable apartment for wor- 
ship, they, also, directed their attention 
to the preservation of their Sunday 
School, and, as will appear by the fol- 
towing reports, successtully. 

“The Male Sunday school of St. 
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Philip’s Church consists of 50 scho- 
lars; of which, about 29 attend re- 
gularly. ‘The most of them can read 
in the Bible, and all who can read have 
been carefully instructed in the Cate- 
chism. Since the last anniversary, 
some who could not repeat the alpha- 
bet have improved so much as to be 
able to read the Scriptures; and though 
their rapid advance cannot be wholly 
attributed to the instruction of the Sun- 
day school, yet it is certain that they 
have been much benefitted thereby. 
The destruction of the church, by fire, 
proved at first a very great inconveni- 
ence in depriving us of a place to teacla 
in, but the attachment of the scholars 
to the school was such, that after a 
place was provided, they, with a very 
few exceptions, returned to it. The 
school is at present under the care of 
one Superintendent and four Teache 
ers; and, it is hoped, that as soon as 
the church is rebuilt, it will be in- 
creased both in teachers and scholars. 
The work is at present somewhat 
heavy, but we feel encouraged to go 
on, trusting that he, in whose name we 
have undertaken it, will crown us with 
his blessing.” 

“ The Female School of St. Philip’s 
Church consists at present of 53 scho- 
lars, a Superintendent, and five Teach- 
ers—four of the scholars are adults, 
One of these adults has been baptized 
since she joined the school, and is now 
a communicant of the church. The 
children are catechized every Wednes- 
day afternoon. They are generally 
orderly and attentive, and their im- 
provement is such as affords us great 
satisfaction. Four of the children have 
died since our last report. Two of 
them, not nine years old, were baptized 
at their own request during their ill- 
ness. We feel great cause of thank- 
fulness to God, that notwithstanding the 
difficulties under which we have la- 
boured, in consequence of the loss of 
our church, that our school is in a 
thriving condition. Could we be oc- 
casionally honoured with the presence 
of the visiting committee, we think it 
would be serviceable.” 

From the Female School of Grace 
Church, the following report has beer 
received t= 
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“The Superintendent of Grace 
‘hurch Female Sunday School reports, 
that the number of scholars now on the 
books amount to 101—57 of that num- 
ber have been added since the last an- 
niversary ; and, in the course of the 
year, 17 have left the school from vari- 
ous causes—10 white children, two be- 
ing boys, were sent to the male school, 
two coloured children, and five coloured 
women. Remaining, 84 scholars—40 
white children, 20 coloured children, 
and 24 coloured women—many of 
whom attend censtantly, but the 
greater part are irregular, and very in- 
different as regards their improvement.” 
The following is the report of the 
Female School of Trinity Church :— 
< The young ladies belonging to the 
school of Trinity Church report the 
state of the charge under their direc- 
tion to be such as cannot fail in gra- 
tifying all who have the interest of re- 
ligion and morality at heart. Although 
the school has declined in numbers, it 
has probably been owing to the loss of 
our indefatigable Superintendent of last 
year. The place was supplied fora 
short time, but, from unaveidable cir- 
cumstances, we have been now four 
months without the fostering hand of a 
principal to guide us,* and at a time 
when, from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and various causes, the pupils 
have been less regular, and required 
more attention than would have been 
necessary during a milder season. 
“There are belonging to the school 
70 scholars—43 of whem are coloured. 
They form eight classes; four of which 
read well in the Bible, have gone se- 
veral times through the Catechism 
broken into short questions and an- 
swers, and have committed to memory 
different portions of Scripture allotted 
them by their respective ‘Teachers. 
Four have left the school in conse- 
quence of being so well advanced as no 
longer to require the instruction of a 
Sunday school, and two of them were 
presented to the Bishop fer confirma- 





* The Board are informed, that the 
‘Teachers of this school were less solicit- 
ous to choose a new Superintendent, from 
an expectation of the return of a former 
one to the city, and of her willingness 
again to accent the appointment. 
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tion. There are at present 10 Teach- 
ers engaged in this interesting occupa- 
tion, who have been amply rewarded 
by the industry and attention of those 
under their charge. The scholars ge- 
nerally evince a strong desire of im- 
provement, and, in two or three in- 
stances, (when, from peculiar circum- 
stances, they were obliged to leave 
school) have expressed a deep feeling 
of gratitude particularly gratifying to 
the young persons who had opened to 
them the book of knowledge. It has 
been our object to instil into the minds 
of those committed to our care the hol 
truths of the Bible—the necessity and 
happiness of a religious life, both as re« 
gards their well-being here, and the 
hope of a glorious immortality. The 
scholars are generally well behaved 
and attentive. No acts of misconduct 
(unless from those who have been so 
short a time in the school as not to re- 
spect its laws) disturb the sanctity of 
the place. ‘Those young children whe 
are not advanced to reading are taught 
the Lord’s Prayer and Belief, and _re- 
peat them in their proper places during 
service.” 

Of the Male School of Trinity and 
Grace Churches, the following account 


_has been received :— 


“The present number of scholars is 
about 58, of whom 47 are white, and 
11 coloured. ‘The average attendance 
from 25 to30. ‘There are five Teach- 
ers attached toas many classes, and one 
Superintendent. From this it will be 
seen that the average number of regu- 
larly attending scholars is considerably 
decreased since the last report. This 
may, in a great degree, be ascribed to 
the want of Teachers, under which the 
school has laboured during the past 
year. We would, therefore, take this 
means of requesting the assistance ot 
sume of the young men of ‘Trinity 
Church; without it the school can never 
prosper. And we would fain ascribe 
our present need not to want of inclina- 
tion and zeal, but to ignorance on their 
part that their services would be so ac- 
ceptable. However, the Teaciers trust, 
that although their sphere of action has 
been so limited, by the divine blessing, 
some of the good seed which they have 
laboured to sow will bring forth its pro 
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per fruit,and that the next anniversary 
may find thei sir school in a more flourish- 
ing state.” 

‘From St. Mark’s Church, the fol- 
lowing reports have been received :-— 

The Superintendent of the Male 
School of St. Mark’s Church, reports, 
that, ‘since the re-opening of the school 
in December last, 41 boys have been 
admitted, 15 of whom, from various 
causes, have withdrawn. Of the re- 
mainder, from 16 to 20 attend very re- 
gularly,and I have the pleasure of add- 
ing, that their general behaviour is 
much better than formerly, and that 
they pay considerable attention ta the 
service of the Church.” 

The Superintendent of the Female, 
School of St. Mark’s Church, reports, 
that, “since the establishment of this 
school, 308 scholars have been admit- 
ted,and 36 since the last annual report : 
the number now on the register is 105, 
the regular attendants 32. 

‘We are cheered and encouraged to 
persevere in our “labour of love,” by 
the rapid growth of many of our little 
flock in the knowledge of those 
things “ which belong to their everlast- 
ing peace.” The first class, among 
which is one child who did not know 
the alphabet when she came to the 
school, and another who could not 
spell in one syllable, have gone through 
the New Testament, with the Bible 
questions; the short, and most of the 
larger Catechism, and learned the 
whole of the Gospels of St. Matthew 
and Mark, anda part of St. Luke’s, 
besides a great number of Psalms and 
Ilymns. Serious impressions have been 
made upon the hearts of several of 
them; which we have every reason to 
hope, by the blessing. of God, will be 
rendered effectual unto eternal salva- 
tion. The school is now divided into 
four classes, in consequence of the re- 
signation of two of the Teachers, which, 
fam happy to say, has rather increased 
than damped the zeal and perseverance 
of the remaining four.” 

Such is the present state, and such 
has been, through the past year, the 
progress, of the several schools con- 
nected with our union. We doubt not 
that ithe recital has produced in the 
minds of our fellow members of the 


Church, feelings of pleasure and grati- 
tude congenial with those experienced 
in rendering this report. 

In the account of one of the largest 
and most flourishing schools in our 
union, the Superintendent laments the 
complaints which have been some- 
times made of misbehaviour on the 
part of the scholars during divine ser- 
vice. It would be a miracle to secure 
perfect order in so large a body of 
children, many of whom have never 
had the advantage of salutary disci- 
pline, and never before been in a 
place of public worship. The Board 
cannot but think that unnecessary 
and improper complaints have been 
made on this subject. They cherish 
the fullest confidence in the anxiety 
and efforts of the Superintendents 
and Teachers to remove all just cause 
of complaint; and regret, therefore, 
to be ebliged to attribute a disposi- 
tion to find fault, to an insensibility to 
the great importance of Sunday school 
tuition. ‘They would refer those who 
are either parents themselves, or have 
otherwise an opportunity of making ob- 
servation, to the difficulty with which 
the children even of those in the higher 
walks of life, are often kept within the 
bounds of proper deportment during 
public worship ; and then ask whether 
great allowance is not to be made when 
such a number of children who have 
had jittle or no previous pains taken 
to form their principles and conduct, 
are to be regulated. ‘They would 
ask if the wonder is not, that so 
little disturbance is occasioned, and if 
the natural feeling on the subject is 
not admiration of the discipline and 
method by which so many hitherto 
untutored children are brought te be- 
have so well? They would ask what 
alternative the complainants would 
require? The Board can conceive 
of none other than the abandon- 
ment altogether of Sunday school in- 
struction. And is it in a Christian 
heart that the remotest tendency to such 
an idea can finda place? There is no 
good in this world without its auend- 
ant inconveniences. If we would not 
that the multitudes of children—and 
the greater multitudes through them-—- 
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Sunday school tuition, should be de- 
prived of its sanctifying and saving ef- 
ficacy, we must submit to the occa- 
sional inconvenience arising out of 
subjecting to the necessity of pre- 
serving attention and good order, those 
who never before have known what 
they were. And the Board repose 
such full confidence in the Superin- 
tendents, Teachers, and Directors of 
the several schools, as to give the as- 
surance that no inconvenience of this 
kind shall be sustained, which their 
care and assiduity can prevent. They 
ask, therefore, that these faithful auxi- 
diaries to the Church, in training up the 
children of the poor, may be spared the 
pain of having their efforts treated ina 
way so far removed from the gratitude 
and confidence which are their well 
merited portion. 

The extensive influence of Sunday 
school instruction is a subject to which, 
on an occasion like the present, the at- 
tention of the members of the Church 
may well be called. ‘The Board are 
happy to avail themselves of some ex- 
cellent remarks on this head by the Su- 
perintendent of the Male School of St. 
John’s Chapel. 

“It is right that every cavil against 
the institution of Sunday schools should 
be met and answered, and that the zeal 
of those who are engaged in the same 
cause may be increased, by showing 
the influence which one school alone 
holds, over a needy and extended po- 
pulation. With this view the Super- 
antendent has lately visited the parents 
of each boy in the school, to ascertain 
the number of persons who either di- 
rectly or indirectly come under the in- 
fluence of the institution; the parti- 
culars of which will be seen in the sub- 
joined statement and view of the 
school.* 





* This statement is a very interesting 
document which was laid before the 
Board. It contains a numerical classifica. 
tion of the scholars according to their 
ages; a notice of the average attendance 
every month since the last anniversary ; a 
statement of the various occupations of 
the parents of the children, with the num- 
ber under each head ; and a notice of the 
number of families from which scholars 
come to the school, and the number of 
individuals in those familtes.- 


Vor. VE. 


“It appears from actual survey, that 
there are 153 families under the influ- 
ence of our school, which embrace 2 
population of 883 souls. From the es- 
timate that there are in this city about 
9,000 children connected with Sunday 
schools; and taking the state of our 
school as data, we find, that there is a 
population of 27,760 persons influenced 
by these institutions. Now, the Sunday 
schools are peculiarly adapted to con- 
vey to them those lessons of morality 
and virtue, of which they stand most in 
need, and of which there is reason to 
fear they would ever have remained 
ignorant, but for this method of appli- 
cation. Many of them are precluded 
from attending the worship of the 
Church, and it should seem that they 
of all others, most need the guidance of 
the word, to preserve them from the 
random exposures that beset their daily 
walk. And if there be a power and a 
subduing influence in the great truths 
of the Bible, it must be a source of the 
highest gratulation among us, that the 
terms of acceptance with God are thus 
made known to these suffering children 
of penury and want. 

“ But it is delightful to know that 
there are many among this class of our 
brethren who are rich in the faith that 
is in Jesus, who are keeping an anxious 
eye to the future destiny of their chil- 
dren, and whose gratitude is excited by 
the interest we take in their welfare, 
and from among their lonely habita- 
tions there ascend the aspirations of 
praise and thanksgiving to God, for 
having in these latter days blessed 
them and their’s with the inestimable 
institution of Sunday schools. And 
even amid the poverty that surrounds 
them, and the desolation of their 
worldly prospects, is the stated visit of 
the Teacher hailed with all the feeling 
of liveliest gratitude, and the little ones 
are seen to crowd around, and parents 
to feel the softening influence wien tell- 
ing them of the great things that God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” 

With this view of the extensive bene« 
ficial influence of Sunday school in- 
struction, the Board cherish, and hope 
that their fellow members of the 
Church will feel with them, sentiments 
of highest respect and gratitude tem 
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wards the Superintendents, ‘Teachers, 
and Directors, to whose instrumentality, 
in their respective schools, a degree of 
this blessed effect is, under Ged, to be 
attributed. ‘They look with particular 
satisfaction to those schools in which 
the hands of the Superintendents and 
Teachers are strengthened by the co- 
operation of Directors chosen from 
the congregations, who interest them- 
selves in procuring scholars, enforcing 
the attendance ef those already en- 
rolled, and by their presence, superin- 
tendence, and example, insuring their 
correct and devout deportment during 
divine service. ‘They earnestly hope 
that the good work may not be hinder- 
ed through want of willingness to aid 
it in these several departments. 

The Board feel it their duty to solicit 
for the Society a continuance of the 
pecuniary patronage which has en- 
abled it to prosecute thus far, and to 
some considerable degree of benefit, its 
important objects. It must be obvious 
that in the instruction of more than 
1300 pupils, a large supply of books is 
necessary. Although these are of a 
very cheap description, yet the requi- 
site number is no small item of ex- 
pense. ‘This circumstance, added to 
ihe indispensable distribution of pre- 
miums, and various necessary accom- 
ynodations for the several schools, urges 
the claim of this charity to a liberal 
portion of the appropriations made by 
the members of the Chureh to pious 
und benevolent objects. Our weasury 
is now exhausted; but we look with 
confidence for the means of farther pro- 
secuting this best of charities, to contri- 
butions for which the several congrega- 
tions in our union will soon be solicited. 

The Board, in conclusion, offer the 


humble prayer, and hope that it may be’ 


the prayer of the whole portion of the 
Church which they represent, that the 
divine blessing may rest on our Society, 
and that it may be the honoured instru- 
ment in the hands of the great Author 
of our salvation, of bringing many sons 
unto glory. 


Signed by order of the Board, 


J... HOBART, President. 
Attest, 
Yuomas N. SranrorD, See'ry. 
New-York, Thursday before Easter, 
April 4, 1822. 


Poor Eliza. 
(From Notes to M‘Comb’s School of the 
Sabbath. ) 

Brrore the removal of the Belfast 
Sunday School from Smithfield to 
Brown-street, and about the commence- 
ment of teaching in the former place, 
the author, in addition to many marks 
of providential kindness, experienced 
during his labours in that field of use- 
fulness, admitted to his elass a little 
girl, named Eliza H - She was 
totally ignorant on admission, but 
by close application to her lessons, 
aided by a docile and tractable disposi- 
tion, she soon overcame the drudgery 
of the first classes, and distinguished 
herself in a very superior manner at 
the different public examinations of the 
institution. On one of these occasions, 
she gained a Bible, as a premium for 
proficiency in reading and recitation of 
Scripture. ‘This book became to her a 
treasure indeed—furnished her with au 
answer to every inquiry—guided hex 
through early lite—comforted her in 
sickness—and supported her in death). 
And although its precious truths were 
unknown in the habitation of her pa- 
rents, she fondly hoped, that by her 
frequent reading to them, it would be 
yet received as the “ messenger of glad 
tidings.” F 

Poor Eliza lived not to have her 
hopes matured. Naturally of a delicate 
constitution, and subject to asthmati- 
cal affection, she sunk under a load of 
aillictions too weighty for her early 
sensibility. Her sister, a girl consider- 
ably her senior, whe entered the schoo} 
shortly alter Eliza, but was expelled for 
improper conduct, about this time be- 
came an abandoned prostitute ; and 
what was still more lamentable, her pa- 
rents, instead of discountenancing her 
vice, hecame partners in her guilt, and 
actually were in the habit of receiving 
the very wages of her iniquity. ‘1 

This was too severe a shock for the 
virtuous inind of the sainted Eliza. She 
took to her bed, and a few days before 
her death desired to see me. I will 
never forget the affectionate look with 
which she welcomed my arrival ; it re- 
paid me, in a moment, for all the years 
of anxiety and toil which I had devoted 
to Sunday school education. Supported 
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on her bed by pillows, her emaciated 
arms bore up her Bible. * You are not 
companionless, my dear child,” said I. 
—¢ No,” she exclaimed— 

** Precious Bible! what a treasure 

Noes the word of God afford! 

All I want for life or pleasure, 

Food and medicine, shield and sword. 

Let the world account me poor, 
Having this, | want no more.” 

She had scarcely repeated these lines, 
when she immediately expired. The 
happy death of Eliza, and the strange 
coincidence of the name, presents to my 
view the glowing picture drawn by the 
masterly hand cf the pious James, 
when representing a faithful teacher 
entering on the scenes of immortality : 

*‘ My fancy has sometimes presented 
me with this picture of a faithful teach- 
er’s entrance to the state of her ever« 
lasting rest. ‘The agony of dissolution 
is closed, the triumph of faith complet- 
ed, and the conquering spirit hastens to 
her crown. Upon the confines of the 
heavenly world, a form divinely fair 
awaits her arrival. Rapt in astonish- 
ment at the dazzling glory of this ce- 
lestial inhabitant, and as yet a stranger 
in the world of spirits, she inquires—Is 
this Gabriel, chief of all the heavenly 
hosts, and am I honoured with Ais aid 
to guide me to the throne of God? 
With a smile of ineffable delight, such 
as gives fresh beauty to an angel’s 
countenance, the mystic form replies, 
* Dost thou remember little Elizabeth, 
who was in yonder world a Sunday 
scholar in thy class? Dost thou recol- 
lect the child who wept as thou talk- 
edst to her of sin, and directed her to 
the cross of the dying Redeemer? God 
smiled with apprebation upon thy ef- 
fort, and by his own Spirit sealed the 
impression upon her heart in charac- 
ters never to be effaced. Providence 
removed her from beneath thy care, be- 
fore the fruit of thy labour was visible. 
‘The seed, however, had taken root, 
and it was the business of another to 
water what thou didst sow. Cherished 
by the influence of heaven, the plant of 
religion flourished in her heart, and 
shed its fragrance upon her character. 
Piety, after guarding her from the 
snares of youth, cheered her amidst the 
accumulated trials of an afflicted life, 
supported her amidst the agonies of her 
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last conflict, and elevated her to the 
mansions of immortality : and now be- 
hold before thee the glorified spirit of 
that poor child, who, under God, owes 
the eternal life on which she has lately 
entered, to thy faithful labours in the 
Sunday school; and who is now sent 
by our Redeemer to introduce thee to 
the world of glory, as thy first and least 
reward for guiding the once thought- 
less, ignorant, wicked Elizabeth, to the 
world of grace. Hail, happy spirit! 
Hail, favoured of the Lord! Hail, de- 
liverer of my soul! Hail, to the world 
of eternal glory!’ ” 


a ——— a — | 


Abstract of the Proceedings of tie 
Thirty-fifth Convention of the Dio- 
cess of New-York, held in Trinity 
Church, New-York, on the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th of October, 1821. 


{Continued from page 110.} 


Report of the Committee on Mr. Sherred's 

Legacy. 

The Committee to whom it was referred to 
take such measures as they might deem expe- 
cient with respect to the legacy of the late Ja- 
cob Sherred, Esq. report to the Board af Ma- 
nagers, that, in consequence of the claims to 
the benefit of My. Sherred’s bounty, under- 
stood to have been set up on the part of the 
theological institution established in Connecti- 
cut, under the authority of the General Con- 
vention, and ef professional opinions appearing 
to have been procured by the trustees of that 
insticution in reference to those claims, the Com- 
mittee deemed it advisable to submit the will 
of Mr. Sherred, and a brief statement of the 
facts connected with it, to several distinguished 
counsel! in this city. 

‘This course wa3 pursued; and the ease 
stated, with opinions given on it, are herewith 
laid before the Board of Managers. 

The Committee are not aware that any 
measures can now be advantageously taken or 
the part of the managers of this institution in 
relation to this subject. When the time al- 
lowed by law for the payment of demands of 
this nature shall have elapsed, if will be proper 
for them to make application to the executors, 
and upon the result of this application will de- 
pend the further measures which it may be ex- 
pedrent for them to pursue. 

All which is respeetfully submitted. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
T. L. OGDEN 


CASE, 
With Wr. Harison’s Opinien on Mr. Sher 
red’s Will. 
Mr. Jacob Sherred, late of the city of New 
York, by his will, dated 28th January, 1820. 
tre guesathed bis residuary estates tor the bent," 
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of atheologicalschool. The entire clause con- 
taining this bequest is here given :— 

The testator, after devising the house and 
tot in Broad-street, in which he resided, to 
his wife, devised all the residue of his real es- 


tate to his executors, upon trust, to sell the | 


same, and the proceeds thereof to be con- 
sidered part of and subject to the disposition 
therein after made of and concerning his per- 
sonal estate. 

After sundry bequests, testator then be- 
queaths as follows :-— 

** And as to all the rest, residue, and re- 
taainder of my personal estate and effects, not 
otherwise disposed of by this my will, lt give 
and bequeath the same and every part thereof 
unto my said executors, their executors, ad- 
yninistrators, and assigns, upon the trusts and 
for the intrusts and purposes herein after ex- 
pressed and deelared of and concerning the 
same; that is, upon trust that they do and 
shall place the same at interest upon real secu- 
rity, or invest the same in the purchase of six 
per cent. or other public stocks of the United 
States, or of the State of New-York, or the 
stock or stocks of banking or other incorporated 
companies, at their discretion; and that they do 
and shall, in like manner, from time 'o time, 
invest or place vt interest, in like stocks or se- 
eurities, the interest or dividends arising there- 
from, so as to produce 4s great an accumula- 
tion of capital as reasonably my be in the na- 
ture of compound interest, until there shall be 
established, within the State of New-York, un- 
der the direction, or by the authority of the Ge- 
peral Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, or of 
the Convention of the Protestant Episcopsl 
Church in the State of New-York, a college, 
academy, school, or seminary, for the education 
of young men designed for holy orders in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America; and upon such college, 
academy, school, or seminary, being so esta- 
blished, then, upon the further trust, that they 
¢o and shall pay or transfer all such stocks and 
securities to the trustees, directors, or mana- 
gers, for the time being, of such college, aca- 
demy, school, or seminary, or their treasurer, 
or other officer thereto authorized, for the use 
and purposes of such college, a ademy, school, 
or seminary, and for which the receipt of any 
three or more of such trustees, directors, or 
managers, as my said executors shall, in their 
discretion, deem it expedient to require of 
such treasurer, or other officer thereto autho- 
rized, shall be a sufficient discharge to my said 
executors.” 

At the date of this will there was a theologi- 
eal school in the city of New-York, established 
under the authority of the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh. 

In May, 1820, this school was removed to 
New-Haven under the same authority. 

In July, 1820, the subjeet ofa diocesan school, 
fp be established within the State of New- 
York, was brought before the Episcopalians of 
that State, in a pastoral letter of Bishop Ho- 
bart, and also, in October following, in an ad- 
dress delivered by him at the opening of the 
State Convention. See Journals, p. 16. 

Upon this address, a committee was ap- 
‘Vointed to prepare, and report to the Conven- 
tuon, a plan for theological education in the dio- 
eess of New-York. See Journals, p. 2%. 


The committee reported accordingly, and ¢ 
society was established by the Convention, 
and a constitution adopted for its govern- 
ment, which will be found in page 25 of the 
Journals. 

The trustees of the society, as organized by 
the Convention, held their first meeting on the 
24th of October, 1820, and appointed a com- 
mittee to draft and report a system of bye-laws. 

They met again on the 27th of October, 
when a set of bye-laws was reported and 
adopted, and a Board of Managers was appoint- 
ed, in pursuance of the 4th article of the con- 
stitution. 

‘Tne Board of Managers met on the 28th af 
October, and committees of finance and educa- 
tion, and a library committee, were severally 
appointed. 

On the 8th of February, 1821, the Managery, 
in pursuance of the 4th bye-law, passed a re- 
solution, locating the interior school at Geueva, 
and also adopted a plan of study to he pursued 
in the seminary to be estabjished in the city of 
New-York 

At a subsequent meeting, held on the 26th 
of April, alterations were made in the arrange- 
ments of the prof+ssorships, various regula- 
tions were adopted in rek.tion to both schools, 
and professors were nominated in each. 

On the 4th of May the nominations previously 
made were confirmed. 

On the 18th of May, instruction was com- 
menced in the city of New-York upon the plan 
adopied by the Board of Menagers, and in- 
struction has alse been commenced at- Geneva. 


The opinion of counsel is requested on the 
following Questions. 

1. Is the theological institution, now esta- 
blished in the State of New-York, in the man- 
ner above stat«d, such a college, academy, 
school, or seminary, as answers the description 
of the cestue que trusis contained in Mp. 
Sherred’s will ? 

2. If this should be doubtful, can any defect 
in its establishment or orgenization be cured by 
any further act or proceedings of the Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-York: 

3. lf a seminary for theological education 
shall first, after Mr Sherred’s death, be esta- 
blished in the State of New-York, within the 
purview of his will, and under the authority of 
the State Convention, can the rights of that 
seminary be divested or defeated by the subses 
quent establishment of a seminary for similar 
purposes under the authority of the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ? 

Inswer.—My attention having been di. 
rected to the above questions, as arising upon 
Mr. Sherred’s will, [have given to them the 
most serious consideration ; and my opinion, 
although confined to those questions, will, I 
think, comprehend every necessary informa- 
tion relating to any conflicting claims that may 
arise with respect to Mr. Sierred’s benevo- 
lent intentions, between the institution above 
described, which is established in the State of 
New-York, and any other that might hereafter 
be established by a General Convention. 1 have 
taken up those questions in the order in which 
they have been proposed, and upon them am 
ot opinion— 

fst. That the theological institution existing 
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in the State af New-York, and establi 
above mentioned, is such a seminary «© (oo 
education of young men designed for }oly or- 
ders in the Protestant Episcopal Churen in the 
United States of America, as is designated by 
Mr. Sherred’s will; and such institution having 
been established under the direction, and by the 
authority of the Convention of the Church ia 
the State of New-York, the trustees or mana- 
gers thereof are, in my judgment, the persons 
¢seribed and intended by the will, to take 
wi.xt the testator left, or intended, for the be- 
nefit of such an institution; there being no in- 
stitution of the kind established within the 
State of New-York under the authority of the 
General Convention, aud the one first above 
mentioned having been established in the in- 
terim between the date of the will and Mr. 
Sherred’s decease. It will be seen that I have 
confined my opinion strictly to the above ques- 
tion, avoiding wholly the consideration of any 
case that might have arisen, if there had been 
two schools in existence within the State of 
New-York when Mr. Sherred died; the one 
under the authority of the General, and the 
other of the State Convention; or if there had 
been none under the authority of either, and 
two had been instituted simultaneously, or 
nearly so, by the different authorities above 
mentioned. 

2dly. Tam so well satisfied in respect to the 
first question, that I shall only say, in answer 
to the second, that, in my opinion, there is no 
need of, nor can be any use in calling a State 
Convention, to cure any defect in the establish- 
ment or organization of the existing institu- 
tion; nor do I see that there are any material 
defects in that institution that can affect any 
question under Mr. Sherred’s will. ‘ 

3dly. 1 am so fully of opinion, that no future 
establishment of a seminary, such as is de 
scribed in Mr. Sherred’s will, by or under the 
authority of the General Convention, can di- 
vest or defeat any rights of the already existing 
institution inthe State of New-York. ‘The as- 
sembling of a General Convention for such 
purpose, and with such views, must, there- 
fore, be at least an unnecessary and fruitless, if 
not a mischievous measure. If it cannot com- 
tribute to the acquisition of any portion of Mr. 
Sherred’s property for an academy, school, 
eollege, ov seminary, to be established by the 
General Convention, (of which Lam pertectly 
convinced, ) there can be no reason for incurring 
the expense, fatigues, and risk of an extra- 
ordinary Convention. 

RICHARD HARISON. 

New-York, 25th June, 1821. 


Mr. Wells’s Opinion on Mr, Sherred’s Will. 


I have read the case stated for the opinion of 
¢ounsel on the clause in Mr. Sherred’s will be- 
queathing “ his resiluary estate for the benefit 
of a theological school,” and the different docu- 
ments and proceedings referred to; and hav- 
ing earefully reflected on the questions sub- 
iomed to the case, proceed to state my opinion 
thereon, 

Whether the theological school which, at the 
date of Mr. Sherred’s will, was established in 
the city of New-York by the General Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
would not have taken as the residuary legatce 
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n New. 
‘Lis not neces- 
cause, Waving! “n pre- 
viously removed to New-fiaven, itis clear that 
it thereby lost whatever right it might other- 
wise have had to the-testator’s bounty. There 
was no institution, therefore, at the time of 
Mr. Sherred’s death, established by the Ge- 
neral Conventian, that was capable of taking 
under his will. If this had been the case also 
with regard to the State Convention, both 
would have stood on the same footing, and the 
institution contemplated by Mr. Sherred’s 
will would have remained to be established, and 
thus might have been opened a contest between 
the two Conventions, which could first entitle 
itself to the residuary legacy. Fortunately, 
however, for the honour and peace of the 
Church, it is confidently believed, there is no 
room for such a contest; because, at the time 
of Mr. Sherred’s death, there was established 
by the Convention of this State a theologicat 
institution capable of taking, and therefore en- 
titled to the residuary legacy. 
The General Convention removed their 
seminary from New-York to New-Haven in 
May, 1820, and the first Convention of this 
State which afterwards met, in October fol- 
lowing, established a society for ‘ the promo- 
tion of theological education, by the establish- 
ment of professorships, and by furnishing aid 
to candidates for holy orders.” This society, 
established under the direction and by the au- 
thority of the Protestant Episcopal Convention 
of this State, was completely organized, had 
founded schools for theological education, and 
prescribed the course of study in one of them, 
at the time of Mr. Sherred’s death. Since 
that time the system previously contemplated 
has become complete, by the appointment of 
»vofessors, and by actually commencing in the 
New-York school the plan of education al- 
ready prescribed, and continuing it in a duc 
course of execution. Now, if the bequest had 
been confined to an institution of the kind men- 
tioned in Mr. Sherred’s will, established by the 
Convention of this State slone, without any 
reference to the General Convention, it is pre- 
sumed no «doubt could be entertained of the 
capacity of the one established, organized, and 
in actual operation, as above stated, to take 
under the will. How then can the circumstance 
of coupling the General with the State Cone 
vention, und pulting the establishment of the 
contemplated institution in the alternative, 
make any difference ? The testator meant to 
provide for atheologieal institution within this 
State, to be established under the authority 
cither of the General or State Convention. 
The General Convention, to be sure, is 
named first, as it was natural and respectful 
that it should be; but that cireumstance gave 
no preference or right of election to that body 
over the State Convention. ‘The bequest is 
merely in the alternative as regards the two 
Conventions; but the moment either had exer- 
cised their power, and created the institution 
the testator contemplated, it was entitled to the 
funds he had set apart for its use. ‘This is fu r- 
ther manifest from the explicit direction which 
the testator gives, that ‘* upon such college, 
academy, school, or seminary being so esta. 
blished,” the legacy shall be paid to the per- 
sons intrusted with its management. The worg 
so refers to the mode of estaishing antece. 
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State Convention, wiichever show! 


The General Convention ho a 

and can only do so by being convened tor that 
purpose. The State Convention had, how- 
ever, even at the time of Mr. Sherred’s 
death, and especially, by the subsequeut pro- 
ceedings under their authority, has acted fully 
on the subject. They had established by their 
direetions, and under their authority, an insti- 
tution of the kind contemplated by the testator, 
at the time of his death, and have since put it 
into practical operation. In my opinion, there- 
fore, the theological institution that has been 
“so established,” does in every respect “ an- 
swer the description of the cestué que trusts in 
Mr. Sherred’s will, and is entitled to the re- 
siduary legacy contained in it.” 

2. As I do not perceive any defect in the es- 
tabiishment or organization of the theological 
institution established under the directions and 
authority of the Convention of this State, I 
eannot point out any that require to “ be 
cured.” 

3. If the theological institution established in 
this State be capable of taking under Mr. 
Sherred’s will, as L have already expressed my 

pinion that it is, the right to the legaey has 
become vested, and it would not bein the power 
of the General Convention, by establishing 
within this State a smiliar institution, to divest 
or defeat the previously vested rights under 
the State Convention. When, too, it is con- 
sidered, that the Convention of this State had 
not only determined on a theological stitution 
of itsown, but had actually established and or- 
ganized one, and that measures had been taken 
to insure its successful operation, before Mr. 
Sherred’s death, and without the least know- 
fedge or intimation of the liberal provision in 
his will on that subject, it is not to be supposed 
that any attempt would be made by the Ge- 
neral Convention to deprive the State mstitu- 
tion of a bounty which has thus come in aid of 
a plan previously formed, and since earried into 


eompicte Operation. 
JOHN WELLS. 
New-York, July 23d, 1821. 


eWessrs. Emmet and Hoffman's Opinions on 


Mr. Sherred’s Will. 


{ have attentively considered the case pre- 
pared forthe opirida of counsel, relative to the 
residuary bequest in Mr. Sherred’s will. Ifthe 
uccompanying cireular marked A did not lead 
ine to suppose that “ the ‘Trustees of the Ge- 
ueral Theological Seminary” had obtained opi- 
tions favourable to their pretensions trom some 
distnguished jurists in the United States, I 
should not have thought it necessary for me to 
do more than to express.a very short, but ex- 
plicit opinion in favour of the right of the Pro- 
testant Kpiscopal Theolovical School establish- 
ed under the authority of the State Convention 
ta that legacy. Although the reasoning given 
a that Civeular, as emanating from those gen- 
tlemen, has not produced any doubts in my 
mind, yet a respect for their eharacter and 
standing induees me to preface my own opinion 
with some observetions On the reasoning attri- 
buted to them. 

No preferenee in fivour of the General 
Sonventioncan, | think, be reasonably inferred 


» ‘ntons [No. t& 


f, om its being first named. One or other of 
nose two bodies must necessarily occupy the 
st place in the sentence. ‘The precedence is 
an habitual courtesy to all superiors, and here 
given to the superior body in the scale of the 
Charch government. It has arisen from the 
ordinary modus et norma loquendi, and not 
from any preference in the testator’s mind a3 
to the subject of his bequest. Indeed, sucha 
circumstance has always been regarded as too 
slight a foundation for any inference. If he 
intended a preterence, it is natural to suppose 
that he woukl have expressed it, as there 
would have been no difficulty in his doing so. 
Indeed, I think he has done so, and that the 
motives of his preference are manifest. It is 
not in favour of one over the other body, but 
in favour of the establishment’s being made in 
this State, and speedily made. He has shown his 
intention to be, that whichever of those bodies 
should first meet his views in that respect, 
should, on that account, and that only, be pre+ 
ferred. Although it may be the duty of the 
General Convention, as the superior body, to 
prescribe the course of education, and the qua- 
lifieation of candidates for holy orders by gene- 
ralrules, and as general measures of Church 
government, vet that affords no reason to sup- 
pose that they possessed the greatest share of 
his confidence for carrying those rules into ef- 
feet, in any particular and practical institution. 
It he had intended sueha preference, he might 
well have adopted the form of bequest substi- 
tuted in that circular for his actual language, 
viz. A seminary to be established within the 
State of New-York, by the authovity and un- 
der the direction of the General Convention, 
and that in default of that Conventioa to esta- 
blish and assume the direction of such a semi- 
nary, that it should go to a seminary there to 
be established by the authority and under the 
direction of the Convention of the State of 
New-York”-—or, as at the date of his will, the 
General Convention had taken steps for esta- 
blishing such a school, and great differences of 
opinion existed about removing it out of this 
State, if he had contemplated such a prefer- 
enee, he would have espeeially named that in- 
stitution, and given his bounty to it in the first 
instance, ifit should be continued in this State ¢ 
but if not, then to any such institution that 
might be established here by the State Conven- 
tion. Itseems to follow, then, that as he has 
done neither of those things, although either 
might easily have been done, the presumption 
is extremely strong that he had no such pre- 
ference, at least in favour of the General Con 
vention. In truth, there was not, and could 
not be, any motive, exeept caprice, for any 
such preference. Either Convention was am 
ply competent, and perhaps each equally com- 
petent, to establish and superintend the charity. 
When both were fully and equally capable c! 
carrying his project of amere seminary into ef- 
tect, | see no reason for saying that a donation 
to the superior body, (which, by the bye, is re- 
moved one degree farther than the inferior 
body from superintendence over the place in 
which it was his prithary wish to have it esta- 
blished,) is more likely to be in accordance with 
the views and considerations which commonly 
influence donors, than one to the inferior body 
His objects were the location of the school in 
this State, and its speedy establishment. As 
he eontemplated thst a great good would from 
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thence result to religion, I think it extremely 
probable that he did mean “ to hold out his 
bequest as an invitation for the two Conventions 
to run a race” in doing that good to religion, 
“and to enter into a contest for the priority” 
of being eminently serviceable to the Church 
—a priority which, when once ascertained asa 
fact, would prevent all further controversies 
on the subject, or at least render them unavail- 
ing. 

it seems to me by no means a well founded 
observation, “ that the testator was in no hurry 
to establish a seminary, since he speaks not only 
of an accumulation of interest, while the pro- 
perty continues in the hands of the executors ; 
put also of an accumulation in the rate of com- 

ound interest, which implies its continuance 
in their hands at least two years atter it is 
vested in the manner required by the testa- 
tor.” Ii any inference can be fairly drawn from 
the clause of the will there alluded to, it is this— 
When the will was made and dated, there was 
no institution in existence that was the object 
ot his bounty—therefore, the theological 
school, towards the establishment of which the 
General Convention had taken measures, was 
not the object of his bounty, and he knowingly 
put it aside, without any mark or indication of 
preterence; probably because its removal 
trom this State was contemplated and spoken 
of. His hurry to establish such a seminary is 
sufficiently evident from his giving the prefer- 
enee to that which should be first established ; 
but as the time of its establishment was in no 
respect under his controul—as that was to be 
the act of others to whom he could not dictate, 
he gave directions for taking care of and im- 
proving the fund, while they should remain in- 
active. 

The observations I have already made will 
enuble me to be very brief in reply to the pro- 
posed questions. I am of opinion, trom the facts 
ot the case, that the theological institution now 
established in the State of New-York, under 
the aathority of the State Convention, fully 
answers the deseription of the cestuz que 
trusts contained in Mr. Sherred’s will. He was 
undoubtedly aware that the institution to which 
he destined so large « property could not be 
perfect before it would become entitied to the 
bequest. His object was, by giving it those ad- 
ditional funds, to contribute materially to its 
improvement. 1 perecive no deficieney in the 
institution but the want of distinct professors 
for each department, and that cannot be sucha 
cefect in its establishment or organization, as 
might prevent the vesting of the legacy. No 
detect, therefore, presents itself to my mindas 
capable of affecting this question, that could be 
cured by any further proceedings of the State 
Convention, the ‘Trustees, or Managers. 

if lam right in the opinions already ex- 
pressed, the legucy has fully and entirely vested 
iu that seminary, and cannot be taken trom it, 
at least so long as it continues faithfully to per- 
form its functions, and is Jocated in this State. 
‘L hat legacy, under the terms of the will, is to 
be appropriated only to an institution to be esta- 
Liished by one of those Conventions—it would 
not be conformeble to the will to divide it 
among fw institutions, one to be established by 
each Convention—and I therefore think that wf 
the General Convention should hereatter esta- 
blish another seminary within this State for the 
sue purposes, ig cnunot divest or defeat the 
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rights already absolutely. acquired by the exist- 
ing institution—nor partske of the residuary 
bequest in Mr. Sherred’s will. / ; 

; THOMAS ADDIS EMMET, 
New-York, July 31st, 1821. 


I have fully considered the ease on which the 
foregoing opinion is given, snd I entirely concur 
with it, and with the reasons of Mr. Emmet. 
I can only add, that if the General Convention 
have the prior right to establish the theological 
seminary, for which the bounty of the testator 
was intended, they necessarily have the power 
to postpone the completion of the object of 
the testator. ‘here is no period of time pre- 
scribed during which they must make their 
election; and if the right to establish one is 
primarily given to and vested in them by the. 
will of Mr. Sherred, £ do not perecive why 
they may not postpone the exercise of this 
power, SO as, in a great measure, to defeat the 
religious views and intentions of the testator. 
It the testator had intended a preference tu 
the General Convention, or, in other words, 
that they were first to elcet, } thiak he would 
have expressed himself ditferendy. He would 
have manifested such preference by fixing a 
certain time, within which the General Conven- 
tion should decide; and, on failure so to do, 
then would have provided for a seminary to be 
established by the State Convention. But, as 
the will is, nothing, in my judgment, can be 
more evident, than that the testator intended 
no preterence. As soon as a theological semis 
nary is established by either Convention in the 
State of New-York, the bequest instantly at- 
taches, and its benetitsinstantly become vested 
rights in such seminary. 

JOSIAH OGDEN HOFFMAN, 
October Sth, 1821. 
A teed 
Mr. Ogden’s Opinion on Mr. Sherred’s Will, 

I have perused and fully considered the an- 
nexed case, and the questions arising under it. 

As there was, at the date of Mr. Sherred’s 
will, a theological school in the city of New- 
York, established under the authority of the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, if the testator had intended his 
bequest to be to that seminary, he undoubtedly 
would have made the bequest toit, and not have 
given and bequeathed the same in trust, to ac- 
cumulate upon interest “ until there shall be 
established, within the State of New-York, un- 
der the direction or by the authority of the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episeo- 
pal Church in the United States of America, 
or of the Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the State of New-York, « col- 
lege, academy,” Ne. 

The bequest is not for an institution already 
established, but for one heréatter to be esta- 
blished. 

The testator, no doubt, foresaw what has 
since happened, that the seminary or school 
then established by the authority of the Gene 
ral Convention was only temporarily established 
in the State of New-York, and might thereafter 
be removed from it. ‘he object of his bounty 
was an institution permanently to be established 
in this State, and which could not be removed 
from it. He, therefore, in effect, provides by 
his will, that if the school established by the 
authority of the General Convention should be 
removed from the State, and onc should here 
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Convention of the State, it should be cntutied 
to the benefit of his bequest. 

Upon the first question, [think the theologi- 
¢al institution now established in the State of 
‘New-York does answer the description of the 
cestui gue trusts contained in Mr. Sherred’s 
will. 

It is an institution established under the di- 
rection and by the authority of the Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of New-York—it is permanently established 
within the State of New-York, and for the 
education of young men designed for holy orders 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 

It therefore answers to every part of the de- 
scription of the cestuz gue trusts contained in 
Mr. Sherred’s will. 

2. Tam not aware that there is any defect in 
its organization, which requires any further act 
of the Convention of the State to remedy it. 

3. As the iustitution established in the State 
of New-York, by the authority of its Conven- 
tion, is the cestui gue trust deseribed in Mr. 
Sherred’s will, the right to the bequest is 
vested inthem; and being once vested, no act 
of the General Convention can divest it. 

If the right to the benefit of this bequest be 
vested at all in the institution in this State, it is 
because it is established here by the proper au- 
thovity; and to suffer it to be taken away by 
any act which the General Convention can do, 
would not only be giving them a power of tak- 
ing away what the testator had given, and thus 
violating his manifest intention ; butit would be 
an extraordinary power which would enable 
them to destroy vested rights. 

If the right is vested in the institution of this 
State for a moment, itis permanently so vested. 

DAVID B. OGDEN. 
New-York, August 1st, 1821. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the 
Convention by the Board of Trustees. 
New-York, October 15th, 1821. 


The above report of the Trustees of the 
Edueation Society, and so much of the Bishop’s 
address as related to the same subject, were re- 
ferred to a Committee, who made the following 
report :—= 

The Committee to whom was referred the 
annual report of the Trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Education Society, toge- 
ther with that part of the Bishop’s address 
which relates to a theological seminary in this 
dioceys, report to the Convention, that having 
considered the important subjects referred to 
them, they are of opinion, and respectfully re- 
commend, in reference to the report ot the 
‘Trustees of the ‘Society, that it be accepted, 
and that their proceedings in the establishment 
of a seminary in this diocess for theological 
«dueation, and in the loestion and organization 
of two schools tor this purpose, as detailed in 
the said report, be approved and confirmed. 

On the subjeet of any arrangement for a 
consolidation of the seminary thus ¢ stablished 
under the authority of the Convention of this 
State, with one to be permanently established 
in this diacess, under the authority of the Ge- 
neral Convention, in case that body should deem 
this measure to be expedient, the Committee 
re OL Opinion, that ap arravcement of rhis na 
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ture would be desirable, and ought to be car- 
ried into effect, if it can be done upon fair and 
correct principles, so as to preserve all the es- 
sential provisions and regulations of our dic 
cesan seminary, and to secure a wst influence 
in the government and controul of the generat 
institution fo each diocess within which contri- 
butions may be obtained towards its funds. 

If it were practicable to foresee, it would 
be unnecessary now to discuss all the details 
connected with an arrangement for the objects 
contemplated ; but the Committee are of opi- 
nion, that the Convention, under this general 
expression of its views, may, with perfect se- 
curity, authorize the Bishop of the diocess, and 
their clerical and lay deputies to the General 
Convention, to settle those details; it being, 
however, clearly understood, that any plan of 
consolidation which may be concluded on, shall 
be subject to the approbation of the Trustees ot 
the Protestant Episcopal Theologieal Educa- 
tion Society. 

In conformity with these views the Commit- 
tee submit, for the adoption of the Convention, 
the annexed resolutions, 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

On behalt of the Committee, 
T. L. OGDEN, 
18th October, 1821. 


Resolved, That the annual report of the 
Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Theolo- 
gical Education Society in the State of New- 

‘ork, made yesterday to this Convention, in 
pursuance of the ninth article of the Constita- 
tion of the said society, be accepted. 

Resolved, Vhat the proceedings of the said 
society, in the establishment, under the autho 
rity of the Convention of the Protestant Epis+ 
copal Church in this State, of the seminary for 
theological edueation in this diocess, and in the 
organization of two schools for this purpose, 
one in the city of New-York, and the other at 
Geneva, as detailed in the said report, be, and 
they are hereby approved and confirmed by 
this Convention. 

Resolved, That this Convention will concur 
in any proper plan for consolidating the said 
seminary with any seminary, for the like pur- 
pose, which the General Convention may, in its 
wisdom, see fit to establish, and permanently 
fix, within this diocess, all the essential provi- 
sions and regulations of the seminary now este- 
blished, under the authority of the Convention 
of this State, being preserved, and a just in- 
fluence in the management and controul of the 
general institution being secured to each dio- 
cess within which contributions may be obtain- 
ed, or donations made towards its tunds. Pro- 
vided that the terms of such consolidation be 
approved by the Bishop of this diocess, and the 
clerical and lay deputies from the Convention 
af the Church in this State, to the approach- 
ing special General Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United States; 
and that those terms he submitted to, and also 
approved by the Truste¢gs of the Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Education Socicty in the 
State of New-York, or the Board of Managers 
acting under their authority. 

Whereupon, on motion, resolved, that the 
report of the Commitice be accepted, and that 
the resolutions therein recommeuded, be 
adopted by the Convention. 

( To be continuedl._) 
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For the Christian Journal. 


An Introductory Lecture to a Course 
of Religious Instruction for young 
Persons, and those of mature Years: 
Delivered in St. Paul’s Chapel, on 
Saturday, the 20th ef April, 1822. 
By John Henry Hobart, D. D. Bi- 
shop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New-York, 
and Rector of Trinity Church, in 
the City of New-York. 

Tue course of religious instruction 
for young persons and others of the 
congregations, has been laid before 
you.* Itis my design, in the present 
introductory lecture, still further te ex- 
plain and enforce it, in the hope that 
when it is thoroughly understood, and 
its advantages exhibited, it will meet 
with general attention. We should 
never forget, that amidst the multiplied 
objects which in this world occupy the 
powers of our minds and solicit our 
passions—there is one object para- 
mount to the highest—the care of the 
soul. And in reference to the care of 
the soul, the cultivation of divine know- 
ledge is a duty of the first magnitude. 
‘What, my brethren, will profit us, all 
the wisdom, the wealth, the honours, or 
the pleasures of the world, if we lose 
our souls ? 

It is my design, in the present lee- 
éure, with brevity and with plainness, 

I, To point out what are the con- 
stituents of a full course of reli- 
gious instruction. 

iJ. To consider whether the course 
which is proposed does not em- 
brace them. 

MII. To obviate the objections which 
may occur toit. And, 

{V. Lastly. To urge your atten- 
tion to it. 

I. Our first inquiry is, What are the 
constituents of a full course of religious 
mstruction ? 

They are embraced in the following 
particulars. 

1. The evidences of the truth of 
Christianity. 

2. An explanation of the contents 
of the sacred volume, and a sys- 
tematic digest of its doctrines and 
duties. 





* See Christian Journal for March, page 9! 
Tr 
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3. The nature of the Christian 
Church in general, 

4. And the institutions of our own 
Church. 

A full course of religious instruction 
for young persons and others must em- 
brace— 

1. A succinct view of the evidences 
of Christianity. 

Happily, this system bears in itself 
evidences of its divine origin—in the 
exhibition which it affords of the cha- 
racter of the divine Being so perfectly 
agreeable to all the dictates of reason— 
and particularly in the adaptation of 
all its truths and precepts to the cir- 
cumstances of man’s condition, and to 
the principles and feelings of his na- 
ture; developing the means by which 
his guilty conscience may be appeased, 
his corrupt passions subdued. his under- 
standing, his will, and his affections en- 
lightened, rectified, and purified; and 
his whole soul elevated with the hopes 
of the glories of that immortal exist- 
ence, where all his powers are to be 
perfected, and all his joys for ever con- 
summated. 

Still, did Christianity rest its claims 
to a divine origin solely on the excel- 
lence of the truths which it contains, 
it might be questioned whether some of 
these truths were not the production of 
uninspired reason: and with regard to 
others, transcending the powers of the 
human mind so far as to baffle all her 
powers to comprehend them, her 
doubts and difficulties can only be 
removed by the most unequivocal evi- 
dence, that they have for their author 
that divine Being who, as the Creator 
and the Lawgiver of his intelligent 
creatures, claims their unreserved sub- 
mission and obedience. It is reason- 
able, therefore, to expect evidence of 
the divine origin of Christianity dis- 
tinct from the excellence of the system 
itself. And this evidence is afforded in 
the miraculous works which, arresting 
and changing the course of nature, 
prove that the teachers of Christianity 
were commissioned by the Almighty 
Author of nature ; and in the prophe- 
cies connected with this system, the 
fulfilment of which in distant events es- 
tablishes beyond doubt, that these pre- 

dictions must have proceeded tror 
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that infinite mind before which are laid 
open the past, the present, and the fu- 
ture. Not merely then with the excel- 
lence of the Christian system affording 
to the honest and unprejudiced mind 
high and presumptive evidence of its 
divine origin, but with the nature of 
that evidence of miracles and prophecy 
which, bearing irresistible marks of the 
exertion of supernatural power, de- 
monstrate that God hath spoken, must 
we be acquainted, in order to give a 
reason for the hope that is in us, and 
thus to silence the cavils of scepticism 
with which we may be assailed; and 
that our faith may stand not in the wis- 
dom of man, but in the power of God. 
The nature, then, of the evidences of 
Christianity, it must be obvious, ought 
to be one of the particulars embraced 
in a course of religious instruction. 

2. As this divine system is contained 
in the Bible—this sacred volume, the 
divine origin of which is thus establish- 
ed, with a systematic digest of its 
contents, should be an object of at- 
tention. 

All these passages of Scripture 
should be explained and enforced, 
which exhibit the miracles that were 
wrought, and the prophecies that were 
fulfilled in attestation of the truth of 
Christianity ; and which set forth its 
doctrines that are to be believed, and 
its duties that are to be practised. And 
this explanation ef the sacred writings 
should have particularly in view a sys- 
tematic digest of the truths and duties 
which they inculcate—a connected ex- 
hibition of the incarnation, the life, the 
death, the resurrection, and ascension 
of Jesus Christ—of his divine charac- 
ter and mediatorial offices—of the na- 
ture of the salvation which he pro- 
claimed, and of the conditions by which 
we become interested in it. ‘These in- 
deed were, in some degree, among the 
first objects of catechetical learning. 
But in that full course of religious in- 
struction which is designed for those of 
riper years—these inspired events and 
truths, with the passages of sacred writ 
that set them forth, should be exhibited 
in detail, and explained and enforced. 
For in no other way can we be the- 
roughly furnished in divine knowledge, 
and arrive at full maturity in the 
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wisdom which makes wise unto eternal 
life. 

You observe that I have connect- 
ed an explanation of the passages 
of Scripture with a systematic digest 
of its truths. And the connexion 1s 
all important. It has pleased our Al- 
mighty Creator and Sovereign to leave 
much im grace as in nature, to human 
industry and attention. The Bible is 
not the production of one individual, 
delivering a well-arranged system. Its 
inspired authors, through the long 
tract of ages, indited its hallowed 
pages; and this circumstance, with the 
total disregard to systematic arrange- 
ment which distinguishes the sacred 
volume, proves that the lucid, consist- 
ent, and harmonious code of doctrine 
and morals whieh may be deduced 
from its distinct and various parts, 
cannot be the work of human impos- 
ture, but must be traced to that divine 
mind which planned, in its eterna! 
counsels, the scheme of man’s salva- 
tion. It is the business of human dili- 
gence to collect and arrange the code 
of divine truth from the dispersed pas+ 
sages of the sacred volume; and pre- 
senting it asa whole, to command for 
it the admiring assent of the mind, to 
render its truths and duties easy of ap- 
prehension, and powerfully to impress 
them on the understanding and the heart. 
The most useful study of the Bible, then, 
in reference to religious instruction, is 
that which is connected with a syste- 
matic digest of its contents. 


3. But there is a characteristic of 


the plan of salvation werthy,in a course 
of religious instruction, of distinct at- 
tention—I mean the conveyance of its 
blessings through the ordinances of a 
divinely eonstitutedsociety, the Churcls 
of Christ. ‘The nature of this Church, 
then, should be a subject of particular 
consideration. 

Even in his state of innocence there 
was to man a visible mean and symbol! 
of the divine favour—the tree of life 
in the midst of the garden. And after 
his fall sacrifices were instituted to be 
the mean and pledge of pardon; and 
this rite, added to others of spiritual im- 
port, were made to convey and confirn 
to Israel the covenant favour of the 
Lord their God; until, in the fulness ot 
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time, both believing Jews and Gentiles 
became one in Christ, the hope of Is- 
rael, and the desire of all nations; 
and were united in one fold, his mysti- 
cal body, the Church, which we are 
told he “ purchased with his blood.” 
In this Church, as its Head, he applies 
and conveys to its faithful members, 
through its ministrations and ordi- 
mances, the merits of his blood, and 
the efficacy of his Holy Spirit. “ He 
loved the Church, and gave himself for 
it.” And the emphatic declarations— 


‘* Christ is the Head of the Church— 


the Saviour of the body” —“ The Lord 
added to the Church such as should be 
saved”’—establish the important truth, 
that the Church is the channel of God’s 
covenanted mercies to a fallen world. 
The Almighty, but just and merciful 
Sovereign, who has thus connected sal- 
vation with the mystical body of his 
blessed Son, may, and we trust, will 
dispense with his requisitions in all 
cases where honest and pious sincerity 
has fallen into inyoluntary error. But 
to rely on this gracious indulgence as 
an excuse for indolence, or as a plea for 
the wilful neglect of any divine institu- 
tion, would bea criminal presumption, 
which would incur, as it would merit, 


‘ the awful displeasure of the Sovereign 


of the universe. The inquiry, thea, 
into the nature of that visible society, 
which is the ordinary mean and pledge 
of the blessings of salvation to be- 
lievers, is at all times important. But 
it is peculiarly necessary under the cir- 
cumstances of the present day, when po- 
pular language and popular institutions 
tend to sanction the lax notion, that 
the method, which God himself has 
prescribed for our salvation, of union 
with his Church, is net among the fun- 
damental and essential doctrines ef his 
word. 

A course of religious instruction, 
to be complete, must advance one step 
further. 

4. This Catholic or universal Church 
of Christ, subsisting in distinct na- 
tions and places, is necessarily divided 
into particular branches—and the evi- 
dence that each branch is a sound 
raember of the universal Church, must 
be found in its possessing all the es- 
sentials of doctrine, of the ministry, 
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of the sacraments, and of worship. 
The claims, then, of our own Church 
to membership with the universal 
Church, and the nature and propriety 
of all its usages and institutions, should 
be subjects of serious attention. When 
acquainted with these particulars, our 
attachment to it will be an enlightened 
and firm attachment—we shall be qua- 
lified to be its defenders and its advo- 
cates—and above all, we shall be ex- 
cited and prepared to apply its aposto- 
lic and primitive institutions to our ad- 
vancement in holiness, and to the final 
salvation ef our souls. 

II. We are now led to the second 
inquiry proposed, viz. Whether the 
plan on which we are now to enter, 
embraces the constituents which have 
been stated ef a full course of religious 
instruction. 

This plan embraces the systew of 
lecturing, and of examination. And 
the subject of both is the Companion 
for the Festivals and Fasts of the 
Church. The lectures will be every 
week ona seleet portion of this book, 
or on the texts of Scripture quoted in 
it. And in the subsequent week, the 
classes of young persons and others 
will be examined on this portion. 
Questions, with which they have been 
previously furnished in print, will be 
asked them by one of the Clergy—the 
answers to which they are to read from 
the book. The lecturing will, it is 
thought, convey useful religious infor- 
mation ; but this information will be 
more particularly impressed on the 
mind by that careful perusal and study 
of the Companion, &c. which will be 
necessary in order to enable them 
readily te find the answers to the ques- 
tions which may be asked. 

But does the book itself comprise all 
the constituents of a full course of reli- 
ous instruction which have been pointed 
out ? 

It is necessary to premise, that the 
Companion for the Festivals and Fasts 
is principally the work of a Layman of 
the Church of England, Robert Nel- 
son. It was the object of the Ameri- 
can Editor, to condense the style and 
matter of the original work, without, 
however, omitting any thing that could 
be deemed immediately useful or ine 
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portant; and considerable change has 
been made in the arrangement, the 
style, and the matter. But his princi 
pal office was that of a compiler. The 
original work contains such a mass of 
judicious information on religious to- 
pics, and displays so eminently pri- 
mitive principles and piety, that it has 
passed through above thirty editions in 
England—has uniformly been, aad still 
continues the guide and companion of 
the devout members of that Church in 
their religious inquiries and in their 
devotions—and has obtained for its 
distinguished author the title of the 
“excellent Nelson.” . These circum- 
stances will authorize me to speak 
with confidence of its merits. 

It was stated that a course of religi- 
ous instruction should exhibit a view of 
the evidences of the Christian religion. 
In the Companion for the Festivals and 
Fasts, this view is contained in a pre- 
liminary treatise, in which are briefly 
discussed the evidences of the divine 
origin of Christianity, from prophecies, 
from miracles, from its intrimsic excel- 
lence, and from existing institutions 
commemorative of its miraculous facts. 

This work contains also a reference 
to all the passages of Scripture which 
establish Christian doctrine and duty. 
And where they are not explained in 
that work, they will be elucidated in 
the lectures ; so thatin passing througin 
the volume, all the essential parts of 
the Bible will be illustrated and ex- 
plained. A systematic digest of the 
doctrines and duties of the Gospel is 
contained in this work. Thus, the 
truths that relate to the first and second 
coming of our Lerd, and to the cer- 
tainty and the manner of the final 
judgment, are exhibited in the chapter 
on the Sundays in Adyent—the sub- 
ject of the incarnation, in the chapter 
on the festival of the Annunciation— 
of the birth of our Lord, of the excel- 
lence of his character, of his doctrine, 
of his precepts, and of his example, in 
the chapter on the festival of the Na- 
tivity—of the nature of his suflerings, 
and the doctrine of atonement, in 
the chapter on Good-Friday—of the 
proois and of the effects of his resurrec- 
tion, and particularly of our own re- 
gurrection, in the chapter on Easter- 
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Sunday—of his ascension and exalta~ 
tion in the chapter on the festival of 
the Ascension—of the nature of the 
gifts and operations of the Holy Spirit, 
in the chapter on the festival of Whit- 
Sunday—and the important subject of 
the doctrine of the Trinity is discussed 
in the chapter on Trimity-Sunday. 
Repentance and faith, the Christian 
virtues and duties, and the Christian 
character and hopes, with the nature of 
the Christian sacraments, are stated 
and explained in various parts of the 
work. The Christian Church, its na- 
ture, its ministry, and its powers, and 
its unity, which are important subjects 
of religious instruction, are explained 
in a preliminary disseriation. And as 
completing the course of religious in- 
struction, this exhibition of Christian 
doctrine and duty is connected with 
the institutions of our own Church; all 
which, and in particular the Liturgy, 
are explained and vindicated, their 
reasonableness and excellence pointed 
out and enforced. 

It would seem, then, that this vo- 
jume, in connexion with the lectures 
and examination upon it in the manner 
proposed, will afford to young persons 
and others a full course of religious in- 
struction, embracing all the necessary 
constituents of religious knowledge. 
And, therefore, we would suppose, 
that all those who are solicitous with 
respect to their eternal salvation, and 
who regard their advancement in 
Christian truth as of the highest mo- 
ment, will not hesitate to avail them- 
selves of a plan which promises this 
inestimable advantage. 

JI]. From its being, however, im- 
perfectly uadersicod, or from other 
causes, some doubts and objections to 
it may arise, which it will be proper to 
endeavour to remove and obviate. 

By some it may be considered as too 
easy and simple. 

In the book which it is proposed to 
study, controversial and systematic the- 
ology is not indeed pursued to that 
extent which would be necessary to 
constitute a well furnished divine—but 
there is sufficient religieus information 
to constitute an enlightened Christian ; 
and this is the peculiar object of religi- 
ous instruction. ‘There is no exercise 
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of the memory in recitations without 
the book. But the passages of Scripture 
referred to and explained, and the re- 
marks on Christian doctrine and duty, 
in order to be understood, will call for 
no inconsiderable exercise of the judg- 
ment and attention. When we induce 
& person so to read, examine, and study 
a book containing important informa- 
tion, as to understand it, and to impress 
its contents on his mind, we think we 
have accomplished an important ob- 
ject. According to the plan proposed, 
the Companion for the Festivals and 
Fasts must be so read and studied. 
Religious knowledge must be the con- 
sequence. And where this effect is 
produced, the more easy and simple 
the mode, the greater its recommenda- 
tion. 

The mode proposed may be con- 
sidered by others as embarrassing. 

They conceive it would be painful 
to subject themselves to examinations, 
and publicly to answer questions. But 
by the arrangements which may be 
made by the different classes, these ex- 
aminations will be conducted only in 
the presence of those who may asso- 
ciate together for the purpose. Were 
questions, with which they were not 
previously acquainted, asked, or an- 
swers expected memoriter even to 
questions previously furnished, this 
mode might occasion embarrassment to 
susceptible minds. © But no answers 
from memory are required; no ques- 
tions will be asked which are not pre- 
viously furnished. ‘The answers to 
these questions may, after a perusal of 
the portion of the Companion that 
contains them, and a little attention, be 
readily found. And surely a very little 
resolution will be necessary to read 
them from the book. The texts of 
Scripture which are referred to, or 
quoted, will have been explained in the 
previous lecture ; and though the Cler- 


‘gy will be ready to repeat these expla- 


nations if required, no questions will 
be asked on these texts of those who at- 
tend. 

And surely it will not be said, that 
an attention to this course of instruction 
will occupy too much time. 

The service and the lecture will pro- 
bably never much exceed an hour and 
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a half. The examination will be ac- 
complished probably in little more 
than half an hour. And the portions 
for examination will be so selected, as 
that two or three hours reading and at- 
tention in the course of the week will 
enable each person to understand them, 
and readily to find the answers to the 
questions which may be asked. This 
course of instruction, then, will require 
four or five hours in the course of the 
week to be occupied with religious 
reading and exercises. When so many 
days in the week are appropriated to 
worldly pursuits and enjoyments, and 
to the attainment of secular knowledge, 


..is there an individual, who reflects that 


he has an immortal spirit, which it is 
his duty to furnish and to nurture with 
divine truth, and thus to prepare for its 
final destiny, who will refuse to devote 
to this momentous object the very short 
portion of time which has been men- 
tioned ? And will not all endeavour so 
to regulate their worldly business, as to 
spare from it the two or three hours on 
one day in the week which an attention 
to the lecture and the examination 
will require ? 

IV. The single consideration, then, 
on which I would urge this subject, is 
the importance of religious knowledge 
to the salvation of the soul. 

You must know the truths of salvation 
before you can receive them, and its du- 
ties before you can practise them. And 
in proportion as you understand these 
truths and duties in their nature, their 
proofs, and in all their exalted tenden- 
cies and effects, will you feel their im- 
portance, and be excited to carry them 
with their renovating power into your 
hearts and lives. I might say that it is 
dishonourable to Christians to be ig- 
norant of the evidences and of the doc- 
trines and duties of that religion which 
they profess, and which they value as 
the best gift of God to man. I might 
urge that it is disgraceful for Churchmen 
to be unable to answer the inquiries 
which honest investigation may suggest 
concerning their Church, or to explain 
and defend its institutions when misun- 
derstood, misrepresented, or assailed. 
But there is another consideration pa- 
ramount to these, important as they 
are. Hheligious knowledge is necessary 
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io make you wise unto salvation. The 
means of attaining that knowledge are 
now proffered to you. May you refuse 
them with impunity? May parents 
and guardians, without fault, neglect 
to urge their children and others to 
avail themselves of them? My bre- 
thren, there is no advantage which we 
enjoy, nor no trust reposed with us, 
for which we must not render an ac- 
count. Remember, then, there will be 
a scrutiny at the last day, whether you 
have availed yourselves of the means 
of religious improvement which were 
placed within your power. 


otice. 

The congregations of Trinity Church, and 
of St. Paul’s and St. John’s Chapels, are in 
formed, that the lectures will be continued in St. 
Pauls Chapel every Saturday afternoon, at four 
o'clock. The subject of the next lecture will be 
some of the passages of Scripture referred to in 
the first thir’ part of the preliminary instruc- 
tions on the evidences of the Christian religion 
in the Companion for the Festivals and Fasts 
of the Church. On the following Saturday, the 
4th of May, the classes of young persons and 
ethers will be examined on this portion in the 
manner which has been stated. For this pur- 
pose the Rector, or one of the Assistant, Minis- 
ters, will attend in Trinity Church, and St. 
Paul's, and in St. John’s Chapels, at twelve 
w’clock. One class will «ttend in each of these 
churches at twelve o'clock; another at one 
o'clock; and, if necessary, another at two 
o'clock, so that in succession there may be nine 
wlasses separstely examined in the three 
ehurches. For the accommodation of those 
who cannot attend iv the day, there will be ex- 
aminations sepzrately held in the evenings of 
Saturday. While there will be a readiness on 
the part of the clergy to attend separately as 
many elasses as may be formed; and with this 
view to extend, if necessary, the hours of ex- 
amination, it is desiravle that those who avail 
themselves of this course of instruction, should 
arrange themselves in as few classes as they can 
with convenience. It is requested elso that the 
classification be made with as little delay as pos- 
sible, and that the clergy be furnished with the 
names of those who are to compose the re- 
spective clacses, in order that the hours on 
every Saturday at which they are to attend 
may be assigned. Each elass will mention in 
what church they are desirous of attending for 
examination; and those who cannot attend in 
the day time, will also signify that cirenmstance. 
Those who do not connect themselves with any 
class, and will give in their names to the elergy, 
will have arrangements made for them. 











Episcopal Acts. 


At a special Ordination, held at St. Michael's 
Chuareh, Charleston, on Wednesday, the 20th 
f February, (Ash-Wednesday,) 1822, by the 
Right Rey. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Pro- 
‘estant Episcopal Chureh of South-Carolina, 
he Rev. Rodo!phus Dickinsen, Rector of St. 
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Paul’s Church, Pendleton, and St. James’s, 
Greenville, was admitted to the holy order of 
Priests. Morning service was performed by the 
Rev. John Jacob T’'schudy, Rector of St. John’s, 
Berkeley, and the sermon preached by the 
Rev. Joseph M. Gilbert, Rector of the church 
on Edisto-Island 

At a special Ordination, held at the same 

lace, on Wednesday, March 27th, by the 
tight Rev. Bishop Bowen, Mr. Edward Phil- 
lips, of Charleston, was admitted to the holy 
order of Weacons. Morning service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, Rector of 
St. Philip’s Church, andthe sermon preached 
hy the Rev. Dr. Daicho, Assistant Minister of 
St Michzel’s. 

On Sunday, the 24th of March, 1822, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, of the Eastern 
Diocess, administered the apostolic rite of con- 
firmation at St. Paul’s Church, Boston, in the 
afternoon, to twenty-one persons; and at Christ 
Church, m the evening, to eight. 

EEE a 
Convention of New-York. ' 

We understand that the Secretary of the 
Convention of the Dioeess of New-York has, 
by direction of the Bighop, sent a circular to 
the elergy and parishes of the same, informing 
them that as, through imat'vertence, the vote 
on the resolution altering the constitution by 
changing the time of meeting of the Conven- 
tion from October to May, was taken in the 
last Convention in the aggregate, and not by or- 
ders, as required by the constitution; and as 
the Bishop had submitted the case to his coun- 
cil of advice, (the Standing Committee,) and 
they had unanimously declared their opinion 
that a meeting under the supposed alteration 
would be unconstitutional, and advised the Bi- 
shop to give information accordingly to the 
clergy and parishes; and as the said opinion 
and advice appeared to the Bishop just and 
proper, the next Convention of the Diocess 
will be held, not in May, but on the third 
‘Tuesday (the 15th) of October next. 














Anniversary of the Protestant Episcopa! 
Sunday Sci.ool Socjety. 

The fifth anniversary of the New-York Pro- 
testant Episecpal Sunday School Society, com- 
prising the schools of ‘Trinity Church, of St. 
Paul’s and St. John’s Chapels, of Grace, Zion, 
St. Mark’s, and St. Philip’s Churches, was ce- 
lebrated in St. Paul’s Chapel, on Monday, April 
18th, 1822, at four o’clock P. M. 

This was a most interesting eclebration. Up« 
wards of 1300 male and female children belong- 
ing to these schools were assembled, and, with 
their respective Superintendents and Teachers, 
occupied the ground floor of the chapel. A 
large congregation of the friends of the institu- 
tion filled the galleries, which had been appro- 
priated for their accommodation. Evening 
Prayer was conducted by the Rev. George 
Weller, of Maryland, and an appropriate ad- 
dress delivered by the Rev. George Upfold, 
M. D. Rector of St. Luke’s Church, New-York. 
The scholars then united with the congregation 
in singing the 23d Psalm. ‘The interesting and 
impressive services were closed with some ap- 
propriate collects, and the benediction, by the 
Right Rey. Bishop Hobart, the President of 
the Society. 

‘Phe appearance and deportment of the ehil- 
dren on this cvcasion were highly gratifying, 
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and gave satisfactory evidence of the excellent 
system of discipline and government which is 
maintained in these schools. 

We beg leave to direct the attention of our 
read‘ rs to the interesting report of the Bourd 
of Managers, which will be found in the pre- 
sent number of our Journal. 


At a meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Sunday School So- 
eiety, held in Trinity Church, on the evening 
of the 20th of April, 1822, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted, and the Secretary requested 
to commanicate the same to the different Su- 
perintendents and Teachers cf the schools of 
this Society. 

** Resolved, That the thanks of the Society 
be presented to the Superintendents and 
Teachers, male and female, of the schools of 
this union, for their zealous and faithful ser- 
viees during the past year.” 

The following gentlemen, with the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart, who is, ex-officio, the Pre- 
eident, are the officers of the Society, chosen 
at the same meeting, for the ¢cnsuing year :— 

Henry Rogers, 1s Vice-President = Riehard 
Platt, 2d Vice-President; John Watts, jun. M. 
I). 3d Vice-President ; William B. Clarkson, 
Treasurer; Thomas N. Stanford; Seeretary. 

——— 
Utica Female Missionary Association. 
Utica, March 19th, 1822. 

AA meeting of the females of the congrega- 
tion of Trinity Church, Utica, was held at the 
church this afternoon, pursuant to previous no- 
tice, for the purpose of forming a missionary 
association auxiliary to the New-York Protest- 
ant Episcopal Missionary Society. 

The rector of the church being present, took 
the chair, and stated in an address the object of 
the meeting. ‘The following constitution was 
then adopted :— 

Constitution of the Female Missionary Asso- 
ciation of Trinity Chureh, Utica. 

Art. 1.—This association shall be known by 
the name of the Female Missionary Associ«- 
tion of ‘Trinity Church, Utiea, and shall be auxi- 
ary to the New-York Protestant Episcopal 
Missionary Society. 

Art. 2.—The object of this association shall 
be to collect funds tor the support of missions; 
which funds, as soon as collected, shall be paid 
over to the treasurer of the society before 
mentioned. 

Art. 3.—Any person, by paying the sum of 
fifty cents annually, may beeome a member of 
this association; and, by paying five dollars ata 
time, a member for life; which life subscriptions 
shail be placed in the permanent fund of the 
New-York Protestant Episcopal Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Are. 4.—The affairs of this association shall 
be conducted by a first, second, and third di- 
rectress, secretary, treasurer, apd twelve mana- 
gers, who shall be chosen by ballot at the anni- 
versary meeting. 

rt. 5—Vhe board of managers shal} meet 
at least once in four months, at which time five 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business; they shail have power to fill their 
own vacancies, and to esll special mectings of 
the association. Special meetings of the beard 
may be called by any one of the directresses ut 
the request of any two of its members. 
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Art. 6.—The anniversary mecting shall be 
held at Trinity Church, Utica, on the first 
Monday in May, when the annual report ot 
the board of managers shall be presented, 
copy of which shall be transmitted by the se- 
cretary to the corresponding secretary of the 
parent society. 

Art. 7.—No alteration shall be made to this 
constitution except by the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members present at any mecting 
of the association. 


The foHowing persons were chosen to manage 

the affairs of the association for the present 
ear: 

: Directresses—Mrs. James Cochrane, Mre. 

Sarah B. Sanger, Mrs. Mary Devereux. 

Managers.—Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Kip, Mrs. 
Lynch, Mrs. Bours, Mrs. J. Hackett, Mrs. 
S. Stafford, Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Hanvlin, Mrs. 
Tryon; Miss M. Green, Miss Post, Miss Fel- 
lows. Treasurer; Mrs.authon; secretory, Miss 
Corre. 

A subscription list was then opened, and the 
sum of $34 subseribed by those present. 

On motion, resolved, that an aceount of the 
formation of this association, together with the 
rector’s address, the constitution, and names ot 
the officers, be published in some of the weekly 
- this village, and also in the Christian 

ournal. 


bp 
Missionary Meeting at Boston. 


On Monday evening, the 4th of February, 
1822, a meeting of the friends of the Churel:, 
of both sexes, was beld at the Marlborough 
Hotel, in thistown, for the purpose of taking 
measures to enable the Massachusetts Episco- 
pat Missionary Society to go promptly inte 
vigorous operation. The meeting was called at 
the request of that society, and, although the 
weather was somewhat unfavourable, it was 
well attended. After some discussion of the 
subject, voles were passed expressive of the im- 
portance of the object in the opinion of those 
present. It was also voted that a subscription 
be opened to obtain funds for the society, and 
to request each ¢hurch in the state to form an 
auxiliary society ; and likewise to invite the 
churches in Muine to unite with us. Commit- 
tees were appointed to carry these votes into 
effect. On the Lith of March, an adjourned 
mecting was held at the same place, when the 
subject was further discussed. At each meet- 
ing, papers were circulated, and alittle more 
than $400 annually were subscribed. Further 
subscriptions have since been obtained by the 
committee, the amount of which we are not 
able at present to state. —Gospel Advocate. 


en] 


A Merited Tribute of Respect. 


Among the portraits lately presented to Co- 
lumbia College, we have noticed with pleasure 
one of the late venerable Dr. Bowden. ‘he sta- 
tion he so long held and worthily filled in that in- 
stitution, entitled his memory to this tribute of 
respect, which must be doubled in value to his 
friends, by emanating from the attachment 0% 
his former pupils. 

‘The techings which dictated this offering are 
concisely expressed in the following inscription, 
engraved ona brass tablet attached tothe frame 
of the picture = 
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“Ty Preceptoris Humanissimi Memoriam et 
Alm Matris Honorem, ponendum curaverunt, 
Gulian ©. Verplanck, Jacobus Lenox, 
Benj. T. Onderdonk, Kicardus Ray, 
Henricus J. Anderson, Benjamin Moore, 
Samuel Verplanck, Martinus Willet, yin. 
Johannes W. Francis, SamuclG, Raymoad, 
Gulielmus Moore, jun. Georgins Jones, 
Thomas L. Wells, Gulicliwus H. Minturn, 
Gulichnaus Betts, Galielmus IL. Heyer, 
Gulielmus Berrian, Jacobus S, Rumsey, 
Edmundus N. Rogers, Johannes M‘Vickar.” 

In this notice it would be injustice not to men- 
tion the name and merits of the young artist by 
whom it was executed; the same who painted 
the portrait of the late Dr. Bard for the Medi- 
ol Coliege 

Thomas M‘Cieland is one of our native art- 
ists, in the truest sense of the term, not only 
“home born,” but “self instructed.” His ta- 
kent bas displayed itself at un early age, and 
under many disadvaniages, snd aided by that 
patronage which genius will ever gain when 
united with industry and character, now bids 
fair to rival the most successful of his country- 
men, in that department of the fine arts im 
which alone we can claim an equality with our 
transatlantic brethren —Aew-Lork Lvening 
Post, AprilAth, 1822 

————— 
Corner Stone of Christ Church. 

{n our number for April, p. 128, we gave an 
account of the laying of Une corner stone of the 
new building for Christ Church, in Anthony- 
greet, in this city. ‘The following is the inserip- 
tion on the same :=—= 

CHRIST CHURCH, 
Built in Ann-street, A. D. 1793, 
The Rev. Joseph Pilmore, Rector ; 
Rebuilt, A. D. 1822, 
The Rev. Thomas Lyell, A. M. Rector. 


Israel Horsfield, fer ee 
William W ey man, $Y # dens. 
Thomas S, Townsend, } 
David Rogers, 
Richard ‘Vownsend, j 
Edward Hitchcock, 
Elijah Guion, 
George Brown, 
Oliver H. Taylor, 
William W. ‘hardavoyne,J 

Burrows & Dutch, and J. Depew—Builders. 


Laid by the Right Rev. John Henry Hobart, 
D. D. Bishop of the Diocess. 


Within a cavity at the foot of the stone were 
deposited a Bible and Prayer Book, presented 
by the Auxiliary New-York Bible andCommon 
Prayer Book Society, Bishop Hobart’s address 
concerning the Protestant Episcopal Theologi- 
eal Seminary, fifth annual report of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, with several other pamphlets, 
as also several manuscript writings, including 
the address of thé rector, delivered on the occa- 
sion of laying the stone. 


f Vestrymen. 


Obituary Notice. 
Rev. GEORGE H. WOODRUFF. 
Died, on the 25th of March, 1822, at Car- 
Visle, Pennsylvania, in the 25th year of his age, 
the Rey. George H. Woodruff, minister of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in that place. 
Mr. Woodruff wasa native of Trenton, New- 
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Jersey, where he had spent the greatest por- 
tion of his lite. He had taken charge of the 
church at Carlisle in the spring of. the last year. 
Yet short as the period of his labours was, in 
that place, his amiable deportment, his refine- 
ment of manners, his talents as a preacher, and 
his ferveut piety, had deeply rooted him in the 
affections ot his people. They wil! long con- 
tinue to lament the «fflictive dispensation af 
Providence which removed from them a be- 
loved pastor, and deprived the Charch of a mi- 
nister, whose heart wasin her service to an ex- 
tent beyond the physical strength which nature 
had bestowed upon him. But young as he was, 
in respect of years, when his earthly course 
was terminated, he was evidently ripe for hea 
ven. Diffident and retiring in his manners to a 
remarkable degree, he seemed scarcely formed 
to withstand the rude tempests incident to an 
earthiy pilgrimage. And such was the natural 
modesty of his deportment and conversation, 
that his intimate friends alone could become ac- 
quainted with his real worth. In him was ex- 
hibited a rare instance of ardent piety in early 
youth. From the very dawuings of reason, he 
was peculiarly alive to the feelings of devotion. 
The fear of displeasing God, and a desire to se- 
cure his approbation, appeared to form his 
surliest and strongest principles of moral action. 
Even in childhood, his greatest delight was to 
gather around him the members of the domestic 
circle, for performing offices of devotion, and 
reading works of piety. 

After the usual scademical and theological 
courses, he was admitted tothe holy order of 
Deacons in the spring of 1819, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Croes, of New-Jersey. His bodily 
constitution being somewhat feeble, he engaged 
ior the summer months of that year to act asa 
missionary to the vacant churches of the dio- 
cess in which he was ordained. During the 
more inclement season, he resided in his fa- 
ther’s fumily, near ‘Trenton, and officiated gra- 
tuitously in various places as his health per- 
mitted. A part of the next year also was 
spent in a similar manner; and nearly two 
months of the ume gratuitously devoted to the 
Church in Trenton, while the rector was ab- 
sent, as an agent for the theological seminary 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In the 
course of the last year, he accepted an invita- 
tion to take charge of the church in Carlisle, 
where he remained, faithfully discharging the 
duties of his profession, and greatly beloved by 
the people of his charge; until it pleased his 
heavenly Master te translate him to hisChureh 
above. 

Such is a brief sketch of the history of one 
whose early departure from the earth has 
drawn forth the tears of numerous and affee- 
tionate friends. He was the eldest son of his 
parents, who beth survive to mourn their loss ; 
their loss of a son, the first occasion of mourn- 
ing for whom, was furnished by his death—And 
though this circumstance strengthened the 
cords of their affection for him, yet it leaves 
them a rich consolation; for they mourn, no¢ 
as those without hope. 





t? Bishop Brownell’s notice of the Family 
Prayer Book—the Plan of « Free Chureh-~ 
Conversations on Baptismal Regenevation—— 
and sundry other articles prepared for this 
number of the Christian Journal, are unayoid- 
ably laid over to cur next 
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